24/ 01/ 1997

Bar Council offers to assist in drafting cyber |aws

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Bar Council today praised the Prine Mnister on
his vision of establishing the Miultinmedia Super Corridor and offered its
assi stance in formul ati ng cyber | aws.

Its president Hendon Mohaned said the Mal aysi an Bar had experts in
multimedia [aw and was willing to assist in drawing up the [egal framework
and drafting new laws, in particular on intellectual property rights and
conmputer crime.

"The council is also willing to assist in the setting up of a Cyber
Court of Justice, an exciting new phase in our court systemwhich wll
cater for the highly specialised nature of disputes arising fromthe MSC, "
she said in a press statenent.

Hendon said the council noted with interest the points recently raised
by Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad on the need for a conprehensive
franmework of societal and comerce-enabling cyber laws, in particular the
establ i shnment of the International Advisory Panel

Meanwhi | e, DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang reiterated that the
Gover nnent shoul d nmake public the four proposed cyber | aws whi ch had been
approved by the Cabi net.

He said if they were nade public, Ml aysia would not need internationa
attention for legislating such | aws w thout any extensive public
di scussi on or feedback.

"Al though the Prime Mnister has returned fromhis recent trip to the
United States and Japan to sell our MSC there is still no news about
maki ng public the four cyber bills approved by Cabinet.

"The cyber bills, on digital signature, nultinmedia copyright, computer
crimes and tel enedi ci ne devel opnent shoul d be nmade public wi thout any
del ay so that Mal aysia would not acquire international attention as a
country which | egislates cyber |aws w thout any extensive public
di scussi ons or feedback," he said in a statenent.

Lim who is Tanjong MP, said in other countries proposed cyber |aws have
recei ved extensive public cormment and feedback.

He said the Bar Council's offer to assist in the devel opnment and
formul ati on of the new cyber laws as well as in setting up of a Cyber
Court of Justice was nost wel cone.

"I't should be accepted by the Governnent as it will open a new chapter
of Governnent-Bar Council co-operation on |egislative matters,” he said.

I n anot her statenent, DAP national vice-chairman Dr Tan Seng G aw
proposed that the Education Mnistry review the nethods of assessing
pupils pronoted from Standard Three to Standard Fi ve.

"The Mnistry shoul d consider replacing the third year assessnent
exam nation with daily assessnment by teachers."

Dr Tan, who is Kepong MP, was commenting on a recent directive fromthe
M nistry to schools that they give special attention to such pupils.
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