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BAR- JUDI Cl ARY TI ES MAY BE ON THE MEND

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 21 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysian |awers have taken a major
step to nornmalise relations with the judiciary and indications are that
their eight years of strained ties will end soon.

The opportunity to nmend the ties presents itself when |ocal |awers
play host to the 7th annual neeting and conference of the Inter-Pacific Bar
Associ ation (1 PBA), the pre-em nent organisation of business and comrercia
| awyers in the Asia-Pacific region.

The five-day event from April 28 at the Istana Hotel here has received
the full backing of Chief Justice of the Federal Court, Tan Sri Eusoff
Chin, who will also open the conference and deliver a keynote address.

To be attended by 500 |awyers from 60 countries, it is believed to be
t he biggest conference of the legal fraternity to be held in Ml aysia.

According to organising secretary S. Radhakrishnan, besides the
i nternational significance of the conference in "selling" Malaysia to the
world, it is also inportant because of the olive branch extended to nenbers
of the Bar by Eusoff as head of the country's judiciary.

Bar-judiciary relations hit a crisis in 1988 after the sacking of then
Lord President Tun Salleh Abas on charges of nisconduct, an episode
regarded by the Bar as a threat to the independence of the judiciary.

The Bar Council passed a vote of no-confidence against Salleh's
successor Tun Abdul Hanmid Orar, who chaired the Special Tribunal which
found Salleh guilty of the charges.

Since then, relations have been strained but |egal circles said things
began to inprove when Eusoff took over from Hanmid two years ago

It led to a positive change of attitude on both sides and Eusoff's
personal support for the com ng conference is seen as an inportant step to
endi ng what sone |awyers described as a sad and unfortunate chapter in the
country's | egal history.

Eusoff, in a nmessage to the | PBA conference, said the choice of Kuala
Lunpur as the venue is not only a great honour to the legal fraternity but
al so a great honour to the country.

Since its establishnent in 1991, the |IPBA has growmn to over 2,500
menbers from 66 countries.

One of its objectives is to provide substantive support by |awers to
their clients in respect of growing and new business enterprises and
opportunities in the Asia-Pacific region, the world' s fastest grow ng
econom ¢ region.

Radhakri shnan said the | PBA conference is also significant because, for
the first time, Mlaysian |lawers have taken the initiative to pronote
Mal aysi a's econoni ¢ devel opnent.

"This is to conplenent the untiring efforts of our Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who has travelled the whole world to neet the
captains of industry in the respective countries,"” he said.

He said as |awers attending the conference were directly or indirectly
connected to the business concerns in the region, it would be a great
opportunity to "sell" Ml aysia as well.

"Their presence here during the conference will enable them to advise
the captains of industry in the |PBA nmenber countries of the vast business
and conmercial and investnment opportunities in Ml aysia besides exchanging
notes with their Ml aysian counterparts,” he said.

The highlight of the conference is a plenary session which will dicuss



the inplications of globalisation with the inplenmentation of the Wrld
Trade Organisation (WO rules on the |egal profession.

Anmong the panelists of this session is International Trade and |ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

According to Eusoff in his nessage, delegates to the conference would
get a better insight into WIOs crusade agai nst protectionism

"As barriers to international trade dimnish, conpetition |aw issues
proliferate. The business and comercial |awers in the region are expected
to keep abreast of the developnments that are taking place in the face of

i ncreasing globalisation of personal and business novenent and activity,"
he said. -- BERNAMVA
AU CTL
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