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Bari san Nasi onal nakes anmends with sweeping victory

Ashraf Abdul I ah

| TS pride badly bruised by the defeat in Teluk Intan, the Barisan Nasiona
fought back. It fought Iike an underdog in the by-elections to fill the
State seats of Permatang and Repah and the parlianentary seat of Kual a
Sel angor .

The May 17 defeat must have rankl ed especially in a constituency |ong
consi dered a Barisan Nasional home turf. It even pronpted acting Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimto sally forth to do battle hinself.

Many agreed that it happened because the coalition, lulled by a genera
sense of well-being because of the magnificent record of econom c growth
of the country, took the voters too nuch for granted

Thus, May 17 was a crucial wake-up call

It was crucial for many reasons anpong whi ch was the need to ensure that
Dat uk Abu Hassan Omar, the Sel angor Menteri Besar-designate, win in
Per mat ang.

After Teluk Intan no one was about to take chances on safe bets anynore.

As one Barisan Nasional battle-scarred canpai gner said:

"The Tel uk I ntan experience conpelled BN to take a daming |l ook in the
mrror and be big enough to adnit that it hated what it saw conpl acency
conmpounded by the ol dest mistake in the book ... taking voters for
granted!"

This, together with the stern warning on Tuesday by Anwar, who is acting
Umo president, resulted in a nuch better voter turnout in the three by-
el ections held sinultaneouly.

More than 60 per cent cast their ballots in Thursday's pollings,
conpared to the 53.22 per cent in Teluk Intan.

Abu Hassan pul veri sed Pas' Mhd Maskuri Mardzuki. He won by a thunping
7,780 votes whil e Datuk Jamal uddi n Adnan secured the Kual a Sel angor
parlianentary seat by thrashing Pas' Al ang Ahrmad wi th a whopping mgjority
of 18, 342 votes.

Abu Hassan resigned as Menber of Parliament for Kual a Sel angor and
Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister on May 2 after he was chosen
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to replace Tan Sr
Muhanmmad Muhanmmed Tai b as Menteri Besar.

He swapped seats w th Jamal uddi n as under the Sel angor constitution,
only a State Assenbl yman can be appointed as Menteri Besar.

The DAP failed to repeat its so-called Teluk Intan "Richter Six
Political Earthquake" in the Repah by-election after its candi date Wng
Zee Nyok was trounced by BN's Gan Chin Yap by a majority of 2,191 votes.

"Hi story should not repeat itself," Anwar had said referring to the
Tel uk Intan by-election in which BN s Dr Chee See Yoke was def eated by
DAP's M Kul asegaran to clinch the parlianmentary seat, which was
previously a BN stronghol d.

Anwar said it was not the case of the opposition being stronger than the
BN, but the Teluk Intan constituents were so confident that BN would
retain its seat that they did not conme out to cast their votes.

Whose fault was that? It was the fault of those who did not work hard
enough to ensure that the BN el ecti on workers go all out to get all the
supporters of the coalition to feel committed enough that they would go
out and vote.

That was a fortnight ago and left to lurk in the darkest corridors of
the BN s history.



The coalition bounced back quickly. The | eader cracked the whip, got al
subordi nate | eaders to consolidate strength, set aside aninosity or petty
squabbl es or even opposing views, anal yse thoroughly what went wong, and
qui ckly provide effective sol utions.

And it is ultimately this power-sharing that ensured victories in Kual a
Sel angor, Permatang and Repah, surely to be referred to as text-book
| essons, learnt the hard but effective way.

Moreover, it is obvious that the people of Permatang wanted their own to
be the next Menteri Besar of Selangor as nost of the 18, 329 farmers,
fishermen, traders and estate workers cane out in his support.

They were fromthe 15 vill ages and oil pal mestates which made up the
Per mat ang St ate constituency, where Abu Hassan is no newcomner.

Abu Hassan may be | ucky because Jamal uddin, his canpaign mate, is his
former political secretary.

Both of themadmt that they feel very confortable with each other and
t hus there have been no cl ashes about one candi date upstagi ng anot her for
the two areas who have never seen any opposition Menber of Parlianment or
St at e Assenbl yman since i ndependence.

Abu Hassan and Janal uddin won with bigger majorities conpared to the
1995 general el ection.

Per haps, the opposition, both the DAP and Pas, had no real issues to
harp on.

In Teluk Intan it resorted to some dirty tricks, |like creating a runour
that the BN was confident of winning the seat even wi thout the Chinese
votes. It certainly did not go down well with the Chinese voters who
forned 45.06 per cent of the 51,500 constituents.

BN | eaders and supporters nmade futile el eventh hour attenpts to refute
the al | egati on.

The issue of corrupt |eaders making hay while the sun shines was
certainly squeezed for every drop of its worth. Corrupt |eaders, or those
t hought to be corrupt, nake tantalising fodder, particularly for the
di sgruntl ed voter

It worked in Teluk Intan, to the DAP's delight. But not in Kuala
Sel angor, Permatang and Repah. The stern action taken by the Governnent,

i ncluding the assurance that these handful of people would be renoved for
their positions of power, has been convincing enough.

Now t hat the BN has redeenmed itself while at the sane tine realising the
need to constantly respond to the rakyat, the DAP, with its politica
anbition soundly thrashed, is left with the task of |ooking for a new
cat chphrase

But things are just beginning for the BN el ected representatives.
Instead of resting on their laurels, their victory sinply neans that they
have to work harder to serve the rakyat effectively.

Rhetorics aside, they nust now strive to fulfill their election prom ses
that they so confidently nmade during their canpaigns.

( END)
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