19/ 11/ 1997
Bari san Nasi onal pl edges support for Dr M

Ham sah Ham d

THE Bari san Nasional (BN) suprene council yesterday expressed regret over
a draft resolution by 34 US congressnen calling on Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad to resign

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid the BN | eadership
al so regrets the US congressnen's allegation that the Prinme Mnister is
anti- Jew sh.

Anwar told a news conference after chairing a one-and- a half-hour
speci al nmeeting of the BN suprene council in Kuala Lunpur that all 13 BN
conponent parties have reaffirmed their support for Dr Mahathir, who is
al so the BN chai r man.

"W stress that only the rakyat, through denobcratic process, can decide
on the country's | eadership," he said.

After securing a mandate from BN conponent party | eaders at yesterday's
nmeeting, Anwar said he will table a notion of confidence in Dr Mahathir's
| eadershi p at the Dewan Rakyat today.

He said nenbers of Parlianment will have a one-day sitting to debate the
nmotion when it is tabled at the Dewan Rakyat at 3.30pmtoday.

In aletter to Dr Mahathir dated Cctober 27 and signed by 34 congressnen
|l ed by M Robert Wexler (Denocrat-Florida), the congressnen called on the
Prime Mnister to publicly apologise or resign for his alleged
"inflanmat ory" anti-American and anti-Jew sh remarKks.

The draft resolution has not yet been introduced or discussed in the US
House of Representatives, but has been circul ated anong nmenbers as
Congress will recess for 11 weeks, starting Novenber 13.

Dr Mahat hir had on several occasions clarified that his statenment
bl ami ng US financier George Soros for the region's currency crisis was
m sinterpreted and that he is not anti-Jew sh.

Anwar sai d based on the evidence of Dr Mahathir's | eadership, the BN
| eaders deny allegations of the Prime Mnister's aninosity towards any
racial group, be it at hone or abroad, including Jews.

"We, the BN | eadership, reiterate that Malaysia is a nulti-racial
mul ti-religious and multi-cultural nation. And the phil osophy behind the
BN s cause is the noulding of this pluralisminto a force to build a
strong and prosperous country, successful in every field," he said.

He said the BN suprenme council affirnms that Dr Mahathir, as the BN
chairman and Prime M nister, has clearly inplemented this ideal and
translated it into reality.

Anwar added that under the Prine Mnister's |eadership, Ml aysia has
enmerged as a nodel multi-racial nation, built on the principles of
tol erance, justice and nutual respect.

He said the BN conponent parties also stress that Ml aysia, under Dr
Mahat hir's | eadershi p, highly val ues good relations with other countries.

He said BN | eaders are aware of the inportance of Ml aysia-US ties and
wi Il maintain and enhance such rel ati ons.

Asked about US Anmbassador John Malott's statenent on Monday that the
draft resolution by 34 US congressnen agai nst Dr Mahathir is
i nappropriate, Anwar said, "W have said that before. | think he is just
endorsing that statenment"”.

On the notion of confidence to be tabled at the Dewan Rakyat today,
Anwar said, "We'll wait for the notion in Parlianent tonorrow. Then we'l|l
convey it to those concerned and the US Governnent."



On whether the notion will demand retraction of the congressnmen's draft
resol uti on against the Prine Mnister, Anwar said, "No."

Later, Ummo vice-president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badawi tol d
reporters that Dr Mahathir has the overwhel mi ng support of the BN
component parties, whose | eaders stand firmy behind the Prine Mnister as
they support his policy.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the US congressmen have
no right to ask Dr Mahathir to resign.

Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, said as a denocratic country, the
US coul d not ask an el ected | eader of a country to resign.

"Aren't you (the Anericans) practising double standards?" he queri ed.

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k described the
congressnen's draft resolution as racial and containi ng hi dden agenda.

M C president and Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu, nmeanwhil e,
encour aged the people to back their elected representatives in Parlianent
who will voice their support for the Prime Mnister when the notion of
confidence in Dr Mahathir is tabl ed today.
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