10/ 08/ 1997
Barisan to remain a coalition party for now

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today the Barisan Nasional was not ready to becone a single party
representing all races and would remain a coalition until the idea of a
single party was accepted by all

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairnman, said this was not only to ensure
that parties representing the various races would have a say, but also to
protect the rights of the mnorities.

"W feel that we should continue as a coalition because in a coalition
no one will lose his right to speak up by reason of being a mnority
group,” Dr Mahathir said after chairing the BN neeting at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre.

Asked when a single BN woul d becone a reality, he said: "W feel that
the time has not come. The tinme cones when we all forget that we are
Mal ays, Chi nese, Indians, Japanese or whatever, and consider ourselves
only as Mal aysi ans. "

Stressing the need for a coalition to protect the interests of the
mnorities, he said: "In a coalition, everyone will have a say. If we have
one party the mapjority group nay donminate all the places in the party and
the small group will not have enough votes."

Asked whether retaining the BN as a coalition would be inconsistent with
the proposal to create a Mal aysian race, he said: "W are trying to create

a Mal aysi an race, but up to now we have still not evolved a nationa
| anguage. "
He said the national |anguage was still being referred to as Bahasa

Mel ayu by certain parties, giving the inpression that the | anguage
bel onged only to the Ml ays.

"Some say this is not the national |anguage, this is the Mal ay | anguage

and (they) get angry if it is called the national |anguage. So, if it

is not the national |anguage and is called the Malay | anguage, is it only
for Mal ays?"

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent was still continuing with efforts to
create a Mal aysian race despite the obstacl es posed by many parties.

Asked whet her the obstacles came fromwi thin the BN, he said there were
obst acl es everywhere, including fromthe nedia.

Dr Mahat hir al so announced t he appointnents of all Menteris Besar and
Chief Mnisters as chairnmen of their respective State BN

Deputy Information M nister Datuk Sul ei man Mohaned was appoi nt ed
chai rman of the Federal Territory BN. He is also the chairman of Federa
Territory Umo.

Dr Mahathir said it was al so decided that the BN should hold its neeting
at | east once a year.

The | ast BN neeting was held in 1994,
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