24/ 01/ 1997

Batu Caves to be cultural centre

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Batu Caves will be turned into an Indian cultura
centre in the near future, Works Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said
t oday.

He said the centre would cater for various cultural activities such as
exhibitions, religious functions and cul tural performances.

Speaking at a Press conference during the Thai pusam cel ebrations at the
Sri  Subramani aswany tenple, he said Batu Caves, which hosts the |argest
gat hering of Hi ndu devotees during the annual Thai pusam cel ebrati on, had
the potential to enlighten the public on Indian val ues.

"There should be a ready centre to teach the peopl e various val ues of
H ndui sm when t hey conme here to pray.

"Inamulti-racial society, the centre will eventually serve to enhance
publ i c understandi ng on Indian religious and cultural practices," he said.

Sanmy Vellu, who is also the MC president, thanked devotees for donating
nmore t han RMLOO, 000 to the tenple's education fund during | ast year's
Thai pusamcel ebrati on.

"Their contribution has enabled SRIK (Tani|l) Batu Caves to have a new
bui l di ng. The construction which started | ast February i s progressing as
schedul ed as | am personal |y supervising the work," he said.

The school will be equipped with a conputer room Internet facilities,
resource centre and an audi o-vi sual roomto neet nodern educational needs.

Conmrenti ng on the cel ebration, Sanmy Vellu expressed regret that certain
quarters did not respect the auspicious day.

"There are too many distractions in the tenple prem ses, nanely | oud
nmoder n musi ¢ and songs.

"The people should only listen to religi ous songs when they enter the
Batu Caves area," he said.

He said the consunption of non-vegetarian food within the tenple
compound woul d be prohibited fromnext year.

"Those who di sobey this ruling should be sent out of the tenple.”

Sany Vellu also reiterated the call for Thai pusamto be declared a
public holiday in the Federal capital

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had told us that he would
only consider doing so if the auspicious day is declared a State holiday
by all States.

"Thai pusamis the second bi ggest cel ebration for Indians after Deepaval
and we hope 450,000 Hi ndus of the 1.7 mllion Indian population in the
Federal Territory can gather here."

Until today, only five States - Penang, Negri Senbil an, Sel angor, Perak
and Johor - have declared the festival as a public holiday.

"W are now trying to get the Mal acca, Kedah and Pahang State
Governnents to do the same," he said

Sany Vel lu added he had instructed the tenple conmittee to close the
man- made pond where a youth fell and drowned yesterday.

"W will instead build a smaller pond with a beautiful design which the
peopl e can use."
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