04/ 08/ 1997
Be bold and venture into new areas, PMtells fil mconpanies

Sat want Si ngh

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
tonight called on Mal aysian filmconpanies to be bold and to discard the
attitude that the world owed thema living.

He said they could not insist that the Governnment fight for the film
companies on their ternms when the Governnent had provided vari ous
facilities and i ncenti ves.

"We are living in an era of the survival of the fittest. For exanple the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor or MSC. It has no precedent. W have no source
of reference," he said at the Mal am Seni man at Sunway Lagoon Resort Hot el
here toni ght.

Simlarly, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysian fil mconpani es nmust be daring and
venture into new areas. And after getting into them they should market
their filnms aggressively.

He said the world was begi nning to have confidence in Ml aysia where 90
conpani es had applied for MSC stat us.

"It is the sane for films. Hollywood filnms are | eading the industry not
because of big budgets but because of aggressive narketing to every part
of the world," he said.

As such, he said one nust becone successful entrepreneurs to produce
successful and quality filnms because in business there was also the art of
negoti ati on.

"W nust possess the art of negotiations. In nmy view, people involved in
the filmindustry in the country nmust foster good relations with everyone
involved in the industry,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that to ensure those involved in the filmindustry
received protection for their creative work, the Governnent through the
Mul timedia Bill of Guarantees had, anmong others, nade it a condition that
the MSC woul d becone a Regi onal Leader in Intellectual Property Protection
and Cyberl aws.

In this respect, in the Government's efforts to develop the MSC, film
producers should grab the opportunities since there was now a guar ant ee
that their work woul d be protected.

"We can make filns based on nore concrete issues but many filnms produced
in the country were based on | ove thenes," he said.

He said filnms which won international awards did not choose | ove as
their major theme but rather that of the society.

Dr Mahathir cited as exanpl es The English Patient and Forrest Gunp where
the issues portrayed were universal and not just based on a | ove story.

"There is no need for us to copy filnms produced in the west including
unsuitable culture portrayed in these films. At the Cannes Fil m Festi val
| ast May, an entry fromlran The Taste of Cherry won the hi ghest award,
portraying only the story of a man in search of human conpassion," he
sai d.

He said filns produced in the country could have Mal aysi an identities
but the issues to be highlighted nust be universal
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