08/ 06/ 1997
Be grateful for our progress, says Anwar

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Rem nding the people to be grateful of the progress
achi eved, acting Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mtoday said
sustai ning success is nore difficult than creating it.

It is the duty of everybody to preserve the country's strong points and
to pass themdown to future generations.

"We nust realise that in the globalisation era, the chall enges ahead
require us to be stronger to preserve progress that we have achi eved. "

In his speech pledging allegiance and loyalty to the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong in conjunction with the King's 75th birthday, Anwar said: "The
Governnent's pragnmatic ways have not only hel ped in accel erating
devel opnent but also in ensuring that the well-being of the people is
protected."”

Reiterating the Governnment's principle of social justice and the
denocratisation of the econony, he said efforts to realise these ains
woul d be intensified to enconpass every village and conmunity, including
the | ess fortunate, wonen and chil dren.

"Everybody regardl ess of their religion, race and culture, should enjoy
the fruits of our devel opnent. Qur progress will be lopsided if there are
segnents of society who have not benefited from devel opnent."

The Governnment woul d al so enhance neasures to produce nore entrepreneurs
especially anong the Bumi puteras, with the focus on niddle class
entrepreneurs and busi nesswonmen. Anwar said Vision 2020 outlined the
Governnent's aspiration of seeing the country attaining progress in al
aspects.

Besi des econoni ¢ and technol ogi cal advancenent, priority was al so given
to the devel opnent of spiritual and social val ues.

"W want to achi eve devel onent according to our own specifications. W
want to have a better life but at the sane tinme not neglect religion,
moral and cultural virtues which formthe pillars of our strength.™

He said the people nust be resilient and strong in conbating soci al
ills.

On the international front, Anwar said Mal aysia continued to receive
recognition as denonstrated by the various awards bestowed upon Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad.

Touchi ng on the needs for the country to prepare itself in the face of
advancenent in conmuni cations and i nformati on technol ogy, Anwar said as
the worl d becane borderless, no country could stemthe flow of informtion
received by its peopl e anynore.

"To ensure that we do not continue as recipients of technol ogy, the
Gover nnent has enbarked on the Miltinedia Super Corridor project which has
so far received overwhel mi ng response fromgiants in the industry."

Al'though initially some quarters had expressed reservations about the
proj ect, Anwar said, nany were now convinced of its success.

Pal esti ne anbassador Ahnad Al -Farra, who read the congratul atory nessage
on behal f of the diplomatic corps, said the dedication and determ nation
of the Ml aysian Governnent and its people had resulted in sustained
growt h of the econony, and one blessed with political stability as well.

He said as Mal aysia geared towards realising Vision 2020, the country
has enbarked on a nonmentous plan to bring to fruition the Multi medi a Super
Corri dor.

"Mal aysia has a proven track of its potentials and capabilities and we



are confident that the Governnment will be able to realise this project as
wel I .

"This will be a major contribution to a know edge-driven new world."

Acknowl edgi ng Mal aysia's international relations and foreign policy
whi ch was premi sed on justice and cooperation, Al-Farra said this had
resulted in her effective participation in global peacekeepi ng operations,
in fostering South-South co-operation and Islamic solidarity as well in
pronoting i nternati onal peace and stability.
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