16/ 06/ 1997

Be sensitive to needs of the people, States urged

MALACCA, Sun. - Cerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k today
criticised State Governments for being insensitive towards the "bread and
butter” of the people.

Lim who is also Primary Industries Mnister, said the party had
recei ved numerous conpl aints agai nst State Governnments pertaining to their
insensitivity.

He said there were State Governnments which would rather sell |and,
the nane of devel opnent, to private conpanies to be devel oped into gol
courses than hand them over to the kanpung peopl e.

"I have seen a lot of State Governnents being insensitive to the needs
of the rakyat in developing big projects," he said.

"They do not care whether the projects will affect the livelihood of the
peopl e. And devel opers, being insensitive to their needs, will start
cutting down trees, causing environnental damage and ot hers.

Speaki ng after opening the State-level Gerakan's 22nd neeting at a hotel
here, he said governnment departnments especially those nanning the counters
must be efficient and trustworthy in discharging their duties.

"The service departnents such as the Land Ofice, |mmgration Departnent
and ot hers where people cone in contact with governnent staff nust inprove
their service and ensure that it is clean, efficient and trustworthy. The
servi ce nust al ways be | ooked into.

"They nust be clean and al so seen to be clean |ike what our Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad had sai d.

"The people, so far, are pleased with big devel opnment projects carried
out in the country but do not in the name of devel opnment nake the rakyat
feel angry and di ssatisfied.”

He al so said he had advi sed Gerakan nenbers to bring up the matter
(conpl ai nts agai nst the State Governnments) to the rel evant authorities or
even the nedi a.

Li m added that he would tour every State to informparty nenbers on the
need to be sensitive towards such needs.

On corruption, Limsaid the party fully supported the Government's nove
to stanp out unhealthy practices.
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