14/ 02/ 1997
Be strict in enforcenent of rules

L.T.H
IT"S quite reassuring to hear that the Governnment is now really serious
about tackling the illegal inmgrant problem

The M nister of Hone Affairs, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, and the
| nspect or - General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor recently nmade very bold
statenments about the seriousness of the illegal immgrant probl emwhich
has becone the country's biggest threat.

Nowadays, foreign |abour has beconme such a common feature.

The hawker stalls that | regularly patroni se are now bei ng assi sted by
peopl e who | ook |ike Thais or Myanmar.

Seaf ood restaurants are now being staffed with Bangl adeshi assi stants.
My regul ar service station is now staffed by Myanmar nechani cs.

Most recently | found that a young sal esman goi ng around sel ling
children's ganes and books was an | ndonesian. It is frightening to know
that we are being swanped by these i mm grants and not knowi ng how many of
themare actually | egal.

The deadl i ne given by the Government for illegal immgrants to register
t hensel ves has proven to be not very successful. The subsequent extension
given to themwas al so found to be rather unsuccessful

Apparently the illegal inmigrants are not deterred by the fine or
deportation because the risks involved are nothing conpared to the
hardshi p they woul d have to face at home or the benefits they are enjoying
now out wei gh the possi bl e puni shnent .

Puni shing themthrough fines, inprisonment and deportation is obviously
not enough. A tougher approach includi ng mandatory cani ng shoul d al so be
instituted. This should also apply to those who help to bring themin
har bour or enpl oy them

Qur country is known for making rules after rules but what is sadly
lacking is the stamna to enforce them

Look at the rubbish dunps. We have | aws and si gnboards in many pl aces
i ndi cati ng the punishment for littering. Yet we see people everywhere
t hrowi ng rubbi sh wi t hout a second t hought - even at places where
si gnboards prom nently display the no-littering sign.

We al so saw sone tinme back enforcenment on the pricing of inported fruits
followng the Iifting of inport taxes. Not long after the initial
enforcenent, fruit sellers increased their prices again.

Recently the Health M ni ster announced that the Governnent decided to
ban smoking in all public places including restaurants. Go to any
restaurant now and you can see snokers ignoring the rule.

It is a shane that while we have nade many good |l aws and rules for the
benefit of the rakyat the di snmal weakness in enforcenment has nmade a
nockery of these rules. Let us hope that the present canpaign to flush out
illegal inmrigrants will be effective.

L.T.H
Kual a Lunpur.
( END)



	Be strict in enforcement of rules (NST 14/02/1997)

