02/ 03/ 1997
Be wary of RMbOO notes, says Bank Negara

Tony Emmanuel ; Ranl an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Bank Negara Ml aysi a has advi sed the public to be
careful when accepting RMb00 notes in exchange for snaller denoni nations
foll owi ng the di sappearance of a shipnment of such bills fromthe centra
bank recently.

In a statenent faxed to the NST today, Bank Negara said the natter was
under police investigation

The statenment added that all the notes carried the same serial nunber
(ZW000000) and the word "~ Contoh' had been printed on both faces of the
currency.

A spokesnan contacted laterclarified that the batch of RVb00O notes was
not of a new design but were speci nen notes of the existing RV00 design
in circulation.

"Menbers of the public who come across these speci nen notes should refer
to the police or the nearest Bank Negara branch," the spokesman sai d.

In a front-page report today, the NST said the di sappearance of the
RM600 notes was only detected by Bank Negara after one of the bills was
surrendered by a local bank early this week.

Asked why the central bank's Engl and-based printers, Harrisons & Sons,
sent a shiprment of specinmen notes if they were i ndeed of the existing
desi gn, the spokesman declined comrent.

Today's report said an unidentified person had turned up at a comerci a
bank branch in Sungai Bul oh and handed a new RVb0O bill for snaller notes
bef ore | eavi ng.

The branch manager handed the note to Bank Negara on | earning that notes
bearing such a serial nunber had not been issued for circulation.

Bank Negara then contacted its printers in England who infornmed it that
a shi pnent of 200 pieces of the RVW00 note had been sent to the centra
bank via secured courier for its approval.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, when asked if there was a
need to tighten security at Bank Negara follow ng the incident, said:
"Such a nove has been inplemented, yet it (breach of security) stil
happens.

"I amleaving the matter (the review of security) to Bank Negara," he
told reporters after attending a Hari Raya gathering organi sed by the
Maktab Sul tan Abdul Hami d O d Boys Associ ation (Kual a Lunpur and
Sel angor) .

Dr Mahathir, who is president of the association, officiated the
gathering at the Mal aysia Tourist Information Centre at Jal an Anpang.
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