11/ 01/ 1997
Beating punk culture through the parents

Azman Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The spread of punk cul ture anong Ml aysi an youths has
pronpted the Religious Devel opnent Departnment (formerly Religious Affairs
Departnent) to introduce senminars on parenting skills in schools, suraus
and nosques in the country soon.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman
said officers fromthe departnment as well as those from Pusat |slamwould
be involved in organising the sem nars where the target group would be the
Par ent - Teacher Associ ations of all school s.

"Qur enphasis will be the PTA since the nenbers are parents w th school -
goi ng children.

"We will co-operate with schools to hold the programre in an effort to
ridthis country of all negative elenments affecting the youths, especially
punk cul ture."

He said it was vital to strengthen the famly institution, first and
forenost, by incul cating good val ues which had to be taught by parents to
their children.

"Parents are the ones to be blamed first if their children are involved
in negative activities.

"They shoul d shape their children to becone good citizens."

Abdul Hamid was commenting on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s di spl easure over the spread of punk culture which was reported
i n the newspapers yesterday.

Abdul Ham d was speaking to reporters after opening an exhi bition at
Masjid Negara, in conjunction with Ramadan, whi ch boasted boot hs on
heal t hy food consunption, inflation and road safety.

He added that a separate programe on parenting skills for those who
pl anned to start a fanmily would al so be held to ensure a healthy future
generati on.

To rehabilitate youths involved in negative activities, including punk
culture, he said the departnment would i nclude themin Rakan Mida
pr ogr amres.

On the change of the department's nane, which took effect on Jan 1,
Abdul Hamid said this involved a major revanp in the departnent's overal
structure.

The structuring, to be done in stages, included a higher nunber of
enpl oyees, and upgradi ng of existing posts.

"Wth this change, we have also transferred the Radi o Tel evi sion
Mal aysi a's ~Dakwah Unit' to our departnent.

"Hopefully, (with the revanp) we will succeed in conbating all the
soci al problems affecting the youths as quickly as possible," he said.

Anong t he agencies taking part in the exhibition are the Health
M ni stry, Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnistry, Road Transport
Depart ment, Royal Ml aysian Police and the department's Tithe Coll ection
Centre.
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