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Benchmar ki ng smart solutions to turn vision into reality

Francis C. Nantha

ONE year has passed by since the publicity blitz for the Miltinmedia Super
Corridor began in August |last year. Since then, a number of events have
taken place with nunerous sem nars, tal ks and conferences held with a view
to better educate the corporate sector and the public about the MSC s
potenti al s.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has al so conduct ed
roadshows to the US, Europe and Japan to highlight the nation's
aspirations for the future and how foreign interests can participate in
the venture. And al ong the way, sone nmessages had gotten confused that
there is now a real fear of overbl own expectations setting standards that
cannot be delivered.

As such, it is timely that the event that formally started the MSC nedia
blitz - Miltinmedia Asia '97 (MMA '97) Conference and Exhibition - should
adopt the thenme: "Moving MSC fromVision to Reality."

The focus this tine is on "benchmarking smart sol utions" to dispel the
hype and nmyth that has becone attached to the MSC project. Other equally
important issues to be discussed are that of trai ned nmanpower availablity,
the overall legal framework and tax issues.

NI TC permanent secretary Tengku Datuk Dr Azzman Shariffadeen said in a
statement the event will focus on software and multinmedi a applications and
t el ecommuni cat i ons.

"The nunber of exhibitors is rather small but we are targeting for
quality rather than quantity," Tengku Azzman sai d, adding that the event
is expected to attract nore than 20,000 | ocal and foreign visitors.

Tengku Dr Azzman al so said one of NITC s main ains in organising the
event is to present opportunities for chief executive officers and other
managenent heads to better understand the MSC project and be encouraged to
expl ore busi ness opportunities within the designated 15km by 50km ar ea.

The four-day event, to be held at the M nes Resort in Bal akong, Sel angor
from Sept 16 has about 100 conpani es taking part. Among the exhibitors are
Cel Il ul ar Communi cati ons Networ k (Mal aysia) Sdn Bhd, Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd,
Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd, Putrajaya Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd and Ber namna.

The international event will be opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad. It is organi sed by the National Infornmation Technol ogy
Council (NITC) and co-organi sed by M nos Bhd, MI | er Freenan Sdn Bhd,

Mul ti medi a Devel opnment Corporation Sdn Bhd and Putraj aya Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd.

I nterestingly enough, another critical anouncenent will be nmade shortly
bef ore the event takes pl ace.

The results of a prelimnary study on el ectronic commerce will be
unveil ed by the Securities Conmm ssion chairman Datuk Dr Mohd Munir Abdu
Majid at a conference in Bandar Sunway, Sel angor on Sept 2. The report,
which will give SC s perception as to how el ectronic commerce coul d be
implemented in the capital market, will be presented at "The Conference on
El ectroni ¢ Commerce and The Capital Mrket" at the Sunway Lagoon Resort
Hot el

Munir will present the report in a session titled "Regulatory and
Devel opnental Chall enges - A Study Report by the Securities Conm ssion"

The conference, organi sed by the Securities Industry Devel opnent Centre
of the SC, will address issues on the role of technology in
di sinternedi ati on and gl obalisation, its inmpact on overall business and
the chall enges it poses.



Speakers such as Securities First Technol ogy's Jeff Ayton and Mastercard
Asia Pacific's Jonathan Gould, will raise subjects |ike "The | npact of
El ectroni ¢ Conmer ce on Busi ness Strategy"” and "The Mil tinedi a Super
Corridor - An Update and Regul atory and Devel opnental Chal |l enges”.

Tengku Dr Azzman, who is al so M nos chief executive, is due to chair one
of the panel sessions, whose panelists will include Conmerce-Asset Hol di ng
Bhd executive director Dr Rozali Mhanmed Ali.

Anot her attraction is the keynote speaker Don Tapscott, the author of
i nternational bestseller "The Digital Econony: Prom se and Peril in the
Age of Networked Intelligence", who will give talk on electronic conmerce
and the financial services sector.

The writer can be contacted at nsthbiz@b. nstp. com ny
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