11 MAR 1997
Mahat hi r - MSC
BENEFI TS FROM MsSC DEPENDS ON THE PEOPLE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 11 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Moharmad said it will be up to the people to use their w sdomto
benefit from the establishnent of the Miultinmedia Super Corridor (MSC)

The peopl e cannot depend on foreigners to help themin the application
of the MSC but should take advantage of the opportunities created by the
MSC to naster all aspects of the information technol ogy.

"If the MBC is set up in this region, we can develop the region, we can
| earn new technol ogy and we may even be involved in the technol ogy and be
nore adept in its application than others," he said at a dilogue after
briefing Bari san Nasional |eaders including Menbers of Parlianent and State
Assenblies on the MSC at the Dewan Merdeka, Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWOC
here today.

He was responding to the fear raised that Ml aysia mght not benefit
fromthe MSC because the governnent gave too many concessions in the Bill
of Guarantees to conpanies operating within the MC

Dr Mahathir said the government was aware that foreigners would conme to
Mal aysia for their own self interest rather than nmerely hel ping the nation
to succeed.

He pointed out that although foreign investors who ventured into the
manuf acturing sector here reaped much profit, the governnment did not tax
t hem before

However, the country benefited from the foreign investnents through the
enpl oyment opportunities created so nmuch so that 100 per cent of Ml aysians
had job opportnities.

"It is areality that foreign investnents had nade the nation nuch
ri cher now and the people are enjoying nore incone than before, if such
i nvestnents had not been forthcoming, |I'msure our people will be
unenpl oyed," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the sane approach was being applied in the devel opnent
of the MSC which the governnent was now inplenenting on a trial basis

"But to protect our interest, we have taken precaution which was not
done before, we restrict the MSC to the designated area only so that if any
undesi rabl e devel opnent occurred, it would not spread throughout the
country," he said.

The MSC is nmade up of a zone neasuring 15 x 50 km begi nning from Kual a
Lunmpur and stretching southwards. It covers the Kuala Lunmpur City Centre
(KLCC), the Federal Governnment's new adninistration centre nanely Putrajaya
and the Kuala Lunpur International Airport (KLIA) at Sepang

The Prime Mnister said the MSC woul d become a trial zone as the
government was dealing with something which it had yet to understand fully.

"This tine we are dealing with something which we don't understand 100
per cent. W don't know what's coming, what we know is that if it is done
el sewhere, we will still feel the negative effect.

"That's why on bal ance we cannot guarantee, on bal ance we get the
benefits, but we restrict themto the designated zone...this is our
precaution. W take precautionary neasures and do not expose the whol e of
Mal aysia for the experinmental stage so that we can prevent any adverse
devel opnent from spreadi ng further," he said.

Dr Mahathir believed that the MSC would bring nmuch benefits to Ml aysi a
and the people generally.

The briefing started with a video presentation on the MSC.



During the briefing, Dr Mahathir stressed that it was inportant for BN
| eaders to understand the information age and to be able to apply such
information so that they could fulfil their responsibilities effectively

If they did not know how to apply the information, they would continue
to be ruled but if they knew how to sieve and apply the information, they
woul d succeed and even be able to conpete with others internationally, he
sai d.

He said the governnent set up the MSC to expand industries related to
the information technol ogy and Mal aysia had to take such neasures so that
the people could adapt thenselves to the information era

"Now we are noving into the era of the borderless world. Mlaysia mnust
have a strategy to receive and deflect information. Thus we nust have the
capability and should not feel inferior," he added.

Dr Mahathir al so hoped that Ml aysians working with foreign firns and
who had gai ned expertise would return to Malaysia to contribute in making
the establishment of the MSC a success. -- BERNAVA
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