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Several newspapers gave prom nence to Datuk Seri Dr. Mhathir's
statenent that the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) can still call up Tan Sri

Muhammad Mihamad Taib in connection with his arrest in Brisbane for
allegedly failing to declare an equivalent of RM.4 nillion in cash before
| eaving Australia on Dec 22.

The news itemwas top story in THE SUN and WATAN.

Reports quoted the prinme mnister as saying that the ACA could still do
so if it felt that the Selangor Menteri Besar Sel angor needed to be
i nvesti gated regardi ng the case.

"That is the ACA's prerogative," he said at a news conference at the
Terengganu Menteri Besar's residence in Kuala Terengganu yesterday. The
prime minister is on a two-day private visit to the state.

Asked whether he was satisfied with Mihammad' s expl anation on the
ownership of the noney and his reason for having the noney with him the

prime minister said: "I have no reason to reject his explanation. Mihanmmad
has all the docunments to support his explanation, including the |awer's
letter (relating to the purchase of property in Australia)."” -- nore

Newspapers reported Ml aysi an anbassador Ahmad Mokhtar Sel at, who was
rel eased | ast week after 11 days of captivity by Peruvian rebels in Lina,
returned hone Wednesday and vowed to go back to the Peruvian capital after
a short rest to continue his duties.

"Yes, | will return to Lima," he was quoted as saying to a packed news
conference on his arrival at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah airport in Subang,
near Kual a Lunpur.

The envoy's return starts the new year for Ml aysia on a happy note.

Ahrmad Mokhtar, accompanied by his wife, Jeliah Ghalim daughter Melor
Hi dayah, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi and Mal aysi an
anmbassador to Brazil Datuk Zainal Abidin Zain, arrived Subang at about 1pm
after nearly 30 hours on board Malaysia Airlines' flight M1 from Los

Angel es.

Ahmad Mokhtar said the 11-day ordeal had robbed himof his freedom "but
with the blessings from Allah, | am now a free man agai n".

"I cherish this freedom | amreally very happy to be back hone after
the 11-day ordeal," he said.

And to his collegues in Wsma Putra, Ahmad Mkhtar said: "I hope they
will not encounter this bad experience."

Ahrmad Mokhtar regarded the incident as "a challenge or a risk which
Wsma Putra officers have to face when stationed overseas."

"The social and political system (in other countries) is different...we
have to perform our duty for the sake of the country," he added.

He said he had kept an account of his ordeal in his diary and m ght
wite a book on it.

Meanwhi e, Abdul ah told reporters that he, Ahmad Mkhtar and Zai na
Abi di n had handed Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s letter of
thanks and appreciation to Peruvian President Al berto Fujinori

"I told Fujinori that the prine mnister and the people of Ml aysia
were thankful and appreciated his efforts in securing Ahnad Mkhtar's
rel ease," he said.

He said the incident served as a lesson in that, for exanple, the good
rel ati ons between Ml aysia and Peru had hel ped resolve certain problens in
times of need. -- nore

Mal aysia will step up security at its nissions overseas, especially in
countries identified as having high security risk, Foreign Mnister Datuk
Abdul I ah Ahmad Badawi sai d Wednesday.



The news itenms was given a w der coverage by all newspapers especially
Engli sh and Mal ay ones.

However, the hostage-taking incident in Lima would not affect Wsma
Putra's procedure of posting officers overseas, he was quoted as saying to
reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang yesterday.

Abdul I ah said the inproved security would not mean assigning personal
bodyguards to Mal aysi an di pl omats, except in special circunmstances.

He had just acconpani ed Mal aysi an Anbassador to Peru, Encik Ahnad
Mokht ar Sel at, back following his release by Tupac Amaru Revol utionary
Movenent guerillas in Lina.

Adbul | ah said the Lima incident had provided valuable |essons to the
government on the safety of its officers overseas.

He and Ahmad Mokhtar will submit a full report on the incident to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad. -- nore

Quoting Deputy Home Mnister Ong Ka Ting newspaper reports said the
government will not extend the exercise to legalise illegal foreign workers

in the country.

BERI TA HARI AN, TAM L NESAN and MALAYSI A NANBAN headl i ned the news item

He said that stern action would be taken against illegal foreign
workers not registered with the Immgration Departnent during the exercise
whi ch ended Tuesday.

"The governnment has repeatedly stated that although enphasis is given
on econom c growh, we cannot conpromi se on matters which affect the
security of the country," he told reporters at the Inmigration Departnent
i n Kuala Lunmpur Wednesday.

He said that during the legalisation exercise, sone 300,000 foreign
wor kers were registered and of this between 150,000 and 180,000 were
registered at the Inmgration Departnment headquarters here, 80,000 in Johor
and 25,000 each here, in Selangor, Perak, Pulau Pinang and Pahang.

Under the Imm gration Act, enployers who enploy a foreign worker
wi thout permt can be fined up to RMLO,000 or jailed for five years. Those

enpl oying nore then five illegal foreign workers are liable to be sentenced
to a mandatory jail termof up to six nonths.
Members of syndicates bringing in illegal foreign workers can be

sentenced to a mandatory jail termof up two years and six strokes of the
rot an.

"Do not say that we do not issue warnings...we have given several
rem nders. The governnent cannot continue to conprom se as this may cause
themto think we are not serious,” he said.

Forei gn workers who had been registered could not switch jobs and would
be deened as being without no permts if they do so, he said.

He said there were two million foreign workers in the country. --

Newspaper gave a wi der coverage to the news itemthat the National
Regi stration Department and the Inmigration Departnent will start to
i mpl enent the staggered working hours concept today.

Hone M nistry Secretary-General Datuk Sanmsudin Osnman said in a
statenent Wednesday that counters of the National Registration Departnent
i nvolved are at the headquarters in Wsnma Pendaftaran and Federal Buil ding
in Petaling Jaya, the Federal Territory National Registration office at
Canpbel | Conplex and the Selangor National Registration office in Shah
Al am

The counters of the Imm gration Departnment involved are at the
I mri grati on headquarters in Pusat Bandar Damansara, the Federal Territory
Imrigration office in Wl ayah Conplex and Pusat Bandar Damansara, the
Sel angor Inmmigration office in Shah Alam the Petaling Jaya | mrgration
office in Lien Hoe building, the Kajang Immigration office and the Port
Klang Inmmigration office.



The two departnents are ampong five governnent departments which will
i mpl ement the concept a six-nonth trial period

The other three departnents are the Public Services Departnent, the
Road Transport Departnment and the Royal Custons and Excise Departnent

Under the concept, the departnents would operate from 7.30am to 6.30pm
from Monday to Thursday and from 7.30am to 12. 15pm and 2.45pm to 6. 30pm on

Fri day.
On Saturdays, the departnments will operate from 7.30amto 2pm --
Newspapers al so reported that the self-service at petrol stations that
was officially introduced in the Klang Valley Wdnesday will be extended to

maj or towns once the systemis snmoothly inplenented

Pl aces |ike George Town and Johor Baharu would be next to introduce
sel f-service, reports quoted Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister
Dat uk Abu Hassan Qmar as saying

The governnent has set six nonths for the systemto be fully
i mpl enented in the Klang Valley, he told reporters after visiting six
petrol stations in Subang Jaya in Petaling Jaya yesterday.

Newspaper reports quoting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhamad
said Maju Holdings Sdn Bhd has been given 51 per cent stake in Perwaja
Steel Sdn Bhd, sealing the rescue of the ailing steel conpammy.

The NEW STRAI TS TI MES headl i ned the news item

The prinme mnister said the Terengganu Governnment would continue to
hold 19 per cent with the remaining 30 per cent by the Federal Governnent.

In addition to holding 51 per cent share in Perwaja, Maju Holdings wll
al so be nanagi ng the steel conpany.

He said that under the restructuring of Perwaja which had suffered
| osses totalling over RM.8 bilion, the losses wuld be treated as separate
because the governnent wanted Perwaja to start on a clean slate.

This, he said, nmeant that all of Perwaja' s previous |osses were "taken
over" by the governnment which would strive to recover the | osses from other
sour ces.

However, he said, the governnent's nove to take over the l|osses did not
mean that it would punp noney into Perwaja under the new nmanagenent

"W are only taking over the |osses,"” he said. -- nore

Newspapers al so quoted Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad as
saying that the Barisan Nasional should not be over-confident of a victory
in the the Pulai Chondong state by-election in Kelantan on Jan 6.

"It is not easy for us to win. As such, | want to remnd all parties in
the BN to concentrate all their energy on Pulai Chondong," he stressed

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, also told reporters in Kuala
Terenggau yesterday that he did not know why the Barisan Nasional election
machi nery did not go down to the field full-scale to help the BN candi date,
Mohamed Yusoff Hanzah, in the by-election

"I have issued a directive to all the parties, including Umo nenbers
who were formerly with Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46, to give their cooperation
to ensure Mhaned Yusoff's success,” he said when asked about the apparent
absence of BN | eaders, especially from Kelantan, in canpaignhing for the BN
since nom nation day on Dec 26.

The Governnent will study the possibility of replacing the 140 |eve
crossings in the country with flyovers or overhead bridges. The news item
was headl i ned by The STAR

Reports said the study will explore the possibility of phasing out
| evel crossings through the involvenent of the private sector and
devel opers.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Ling Liong Sik told reporters in Segamat



yesterday that the study should cover the projected cost of building
flyovers or smaller overhead bridges, depending on the |ocation and space,

at exiting level crossings. He said the project could cost between RM3
mllion and RM 12 nillion
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