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Several newspapers report on the appointnent of the new Menteri Besar
of Selangor to replace Tan Sri Muhammad Muhd. Taib who resigned on April
14.

NEW STRAI TS TI MES, SUN, UTUSAN MALAYSI A and HARI AN WATAN say the new
Menteri Besar is expected to be announced today.

The Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis scheduled to neet
the Sultan of Selangor at 10am today to get his consent on the appointnent
of the new Menteri Besar.

Presenting the name to the Sultan is usually done by the Prine Mnister
but Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhamad |eft yesterday for for official visits
to African countries.

Anong the hopefuls are Executive Council nmenber and Sungai Air Tawar
Aswsenbl yman Dat uk Zai anal Dahal an, Executive Council menber and Dusun Tua
Assenbl yman Datuk Dr Zainal Abidin Ahmad, forner Executive Council nenber
and Paya Jaras Assenbl yman Datuk Saidin Tanmby and former Deputy Menteri
Besar and Batu Tiga Assenbl ynman Dat uk Abu Suj ak Mahnud.

One newspaper reports that State assenblyman for Sungai Ayer Tawar
Dat uk Zainal Dahalan is expected to be sworn in on Saturday as Sel angor
Mentri Besar.

The paper quotes sources close to the Selangor |eadership confirnmed
that the routine security vetting and background check on Zainal have been
conpl et ed.

Zainal was interviewed and is house visited by relevant officials to
check on his lifestyle.

A Sel angor state assenbl yman, who wished to remain anynynmour, said the
state Umo |iaison comittee has al so unani nously endorsed Zainal for the
post .

Zainal, a former administrative and diplomatic service officer, was the
district officer in Sabah Bernam before becom ng an assenblyman in 1982.

Several "newconers" have al so been speculated as the |ikely successor.
They include Kelana Jaya Assenbl yman Dat uk Mkhtar Ahmad Dahl an, Hul u Kl ang
Assenbl yman Dat uk Fuad Hassan and Pandan Assenbl yman Mad Aris Mad Yusof.

bservers recalled that when the Prine M nister appointed Mihanmad as
Menteri Besar in 1986, he was only a two-term Assenbl yrman.

Appointing a newconer, therefore, would not surprise many, observers
sai d.

More than 130,000 posts in the civil service, nostly in the
prof essional and technical fields are still vacant, Director-General of
Sivil Service Departnent, Datuk Mazl an Ahnad said.

BERI TA HARI AN says the country's civil service has 1.07 nmillion posts
in various categories and only 870,000 were filled.

The vacant posts are npbstly doctors, engineers, architects and pilots.

STAR highlights that the Penilian Tahap Satu (PTS), or Standard Three
Assessnent Test, introduced |last year to select top scorers for express
cl ass has been made tougher.

This is despite calls by parents and groups to scarap the exani nation.

This year, the pupils will have to sit fora school -based Achi evenent
Test conprising subjective and oral tests in the |anguages, apart from the
centralised Aptitude Test, to qualify for double pronotion.

The Mal ays must prepare thenselves for the emergence of a neritocratic
soci ety as the country marches towards Vision 2020, Umo Youth chief Datuk
Ahnd Zahid Hami di sai d.



Newspapers report that Zahid said even as the concept of the Ml aysian
race began to take shape, a society which could afford econom c and
educati onal opportunities based solely on nmerit and achi evenment would be
formed.

He said the Ml ays nmust be prepared to face the advent of a
nmeritocratic systemby the year 2020 to ensure they do not |ag behind other
races.

They should grab opportunities to pursue tertiary education, strive for
execel |l ence and not take for ganted the privileges enjoyued by them now.

Zahid points out that the quota system for econom c and education
sectors will have to be reviewed to provide equal opportunities to al
Mal aysi ans by the year 2020.

This is necessary to ensure a neritocratic society and a pre-requisite
for the creation of Bangsa Ml aysia envisaged under the Vision 2020

Another widely reported itemis the setting up of a conmputer crine unit
by the police.

The setting up of the unit, in keeping with the rapid growth of
i nformation technology, is being looked into to ensure it could adequately
deal with conputer crimes in terns of |aw enforcement and prosecution.

Deputy Honme M nister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob said the police
are looking for conputer experts and graduates to join the corce

The Mal aysian nedia has to play its role in correcting the in accurate
reports carried by Singapore's The Straits Tines on the happenings in this
country.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the |ocal nedia
could also teach the nedia in Singapore on adopting the right attitude to
mai ntain friendly and nei ghbourly relationship.

Johor will get several mmjor medical projects under the Seventh
Mal aysian Plan, with over RML69 million set aside to upgrade health and
medi cal facilities in the State.

Airod Sdn Bhd has been awarded a nmulti-mllion ringgit Progranmed Depot
Mai nt enance contract to service up to 36 US Air Force C 130 Hercules
transport aircraft based in the Pacific, over the next six years.

BUSI NESS TI MES reports trade anmong the Asean-7, already the fastest
growi ng intra-subregional trade in Asia and the Pacific, is likely to
accel erate faster when Myanmar, Canbodia and Laos are admitted as nenbers
this year.
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