29/ 05/ 1997

Bill to prevent msuse of nultinmedia services

A MJLTI MEDI A Convergence Bill is being drafted to prevent the m suse of

mul ti medi a services, as present |egislation governs only the dissem nation
of information through single nedia like television, radio or printed
matter.

Because the Internet and conputer technol ogy now allow for information
to be broadcast in nultiple nmedia, including conputers, the new
legislation will govern the use of multinedia in relaying information to
t he masses.

Exanpl es of such nmultinedi a broadcasts include electronic nmail and world
wi de web pages now featured over the global conputer network Internet.

M nos Bhd president and chief executive officer Tengku Dr Mohd Azzman
Shari ffudeen yesterday said the Bill is scheduled to be tabled in
Parliament in Septenber and is said to be the first of its kind in the
wor | d.

He spoke at the Kual a Lunpur Hilton, after appointing MIler Freeman Sdn
Bhd as organi ser of the Multinmedia Asia 97 exhibition and conference,
which will be held in Septenber.

Tengku Mohd Azzman said the latest Multinedia Super Corridor flagship
applications would be featured in the event. Several applications would
al so be exhibited, to serve as benchnmarks.

The seven MSC fl agship applications are tel enedicine, smart school s,
mul ti-purpose snart cards, research and devel opnent clusters, electronic
governnent, worl dwi de manufacturing web and borderl ess marketi ng.

Tengku Mohd Azzman said the benchmarks were needed as conpari son
standards for the progress of |ocal devel opers of the applications.

Anong t he benchmark applications to be featured is the best smart schoo
that the National Information Technol ogy Council has seen so far - the
Ri ver Oaks School in Toronto Canada, whose principal is also expected to
attend a workshop on smart schools in Universiti Putra Ml aysia.

The acconpanyi ng conference, themed "Mving MSC From Vision To Reality:
Benchmar ki ng Smart Sol utions,” would al so | ook at the devel opments of the
MSC so far and what measures need to be taken to ensure it is on the right
track.

Laws that will govern the MSC project - cyberlaws - are anpong rel ated
topics to be discussed at the conference.

I nput fromthe discussions on cyberlaws will also be used for the
Mul ti medi a Conver gence Act.

Tengku Mohd Azzrman said the 41 conpani es that have expressed interest in
the MSC and have sent in their request for proposals are al so expected to
put up their prototypes at the exhibition.

"We expect all requests for proposals subnmtted by these conpanies to be
made public in June. By Septenber, the sel ected conpani es can di splay and
denonstrate their prototypes."

The exhibition to be held fromSept 16-19 is the largest of its kind in
the region. More than 20,000 people are expected to visit the exhibition
to be opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

About 500 industries are expected to attend the three-day conference.

Co-organi sers of the event are the NITC, M nos, Miltinedia Devel opnent
Cor poration and Putrajaya Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd.
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