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Mahat hir-Bl ai r
BLAI R WANTS BETTER TI ES W TH MALAYSI A

By: Azman U ang

LONDON, May 20 (Bernamm) -- New British Prine Mnister Tony Blair wants
better ties between his country and Ml aysia, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mbohanmad sai d here today.

"He not only wants to see the existing good relations maintai ned but
also wants to enhance further bilateral ties,” Dr Mihathir told Ml aysian
journalists after a 30-minute nmeeting with Blair at 10 Downing Street here.

Dr Mahathir is the first head of governnent from Asia to call on Blair
at the Prime Mnister's office since he cane to power in the May 1 general
el ecti on.

He said they also discussed the situation in Asia, especially in East
Asi a.

"W al so tal ked about the econony, mainly in general terns and nothing
specific,” said Dr Mahathir, who arrived here yesterday for a five-day
visit to pronote Malaysia's Miltimedia Super Corridor (MSC).

Dr Mahathir was acconpanied to the neeting by Ml aysian Hi gh
Conmi ssioner to Britain Datuk Kamaruddi n Abu.

Kual a Lunpur-London ties hit a low ebb in 1994 when the Ml aysi an
government banned British conpanies from getting governnent contracts in
retaliation to allegations by a British newspaper of kickbacks paid to
certain Ml aysian officials in a dam project built by a British conpany in
Mal aysi a.

The ban was lifted soon after with Britain always remaining one of the
top foreign investors in Ml aysia.

Dr Mahathir earlier opened his MSC "road-show' at the Inperial College
here which was attended by over 1,000 top executives of infornation
technol ogy conpani es from several European countries.

MSC is the hub for nultinational IT corporations to locate their
wor | dwi de research and devel opnent, nanufacturing and trading activities
using mul tinmedi a.
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