28 JUL 1997
Mahat hi r - part ners
BN GOVT IS SMART PARTNERSHI P I N ACTI QN, SAYS MAHATH R

LANGKAW, July 28 (Bernana) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed toni ght described the Bari san Nasional governnment as snart
partnership in action with the various races and parties pulling together
in the same direction for nutual benefit.

He said the Barisan National coalition stressed on sharing power,
consensus and giving equal representation to all parties, be they big or
snmal |, and as such, there was no question of domination by any one party.

"Menbership of the National Front (Barisan Nasional) by such a |arge
nunber of parties is truly smart," he said in his keynote address when
opening the third Langkawi International Dialogue 1997 (LID '97) where he
hi ghlighted smart partnership in politics.

LID '97 is being attended by over 350 participants, including several
presidents and prinme ministers nostly from the Southern African states as
wel | as key corporate and governnent officials fromthe world over

"We recognise this need for sharing in Ml aysia where ours is a
multi-racial, nulti-lingual, multi-cultural and multi-religious nation," he
sai d.

However, he enphasised that, "fair and equitable (sharing) is not about
absol utely equal sharing."

Dr Mahathir said Umo, the core of the 14-party coalition, has always
been the domi nant party and as the biggest party in the coalition, its
| eadershi p has al ways been accept ed.

"This |l eadership role is real and neani ngful. The | eader of Umo is
accepted as the |l eader of the coalition and is the sole candidate for the
post of Prine Mnister," he said

He pointed out that this was, however, a trade-off, for there was this
Umo undertaking never to rule on its own, and to heed the views and the
aspirations of the other partners and ethnic groups they represented

To add to the security anong the menbers of the coalition, Umo, though
the biggest party, actually avoid domination of the coalition by never
fielding enough candidates to form a government on its own, he said.

As a further reflection of BN s smart partnership, Dr Mahathir said
none of the BN conponent parties contest against each other in any
constituency, a formula which has proven successful since pre-independence
days.

Dr Mahathir said the coalition in the BN represented a snart
partnershi p because consideration was given not only sinply accordi ng who
was stronger or bigger.

"It is based on fair sharing, so that even the small and the weak will
get sonething,"” he said.

The smart partnership was for long termresults, he said.

"Partnershi ps which are based on immediate sharing of the spoils cannot
be considered as smart. Such partnerships are likely to result in
di ssatisfaction once the inmedi ate benefits wear off as they are bound to
wear off," he said.

As for the LID, which is into its third year with a simlar dial ogue
havi ng spawned in Botswana |ast May, Dr Mahathir admtted that he hinself
had not expected the LID "to catch on so fast and so widely."

He is expected to chair a session tonorrow norning on "Technol ogy for
Emer gi ng Economies"” as well as noderate a concludi ng dial ogue forum on
Wednesday which will be an overview of the three-day proceedings.



Dr Mahathir, recalled that in his speech at last year's LID, he had
said that the smart partnership between the Ml aysi an governnent and the
private sector under the Ml aysia |Incorporated concept was missing a third
partner -- workers' unions.

He said he was happy to report that unions in Ml aysia, which had so
far stayed away from such alliances, had cone on board this tine to join
the governnment and private sector in nmaking smart partnership work.

Dr Mahathir said that snmart partnership between the public sector, the
private sector and unions was only possible "if each entity is coherent and
effective”.

Turning to the global scene, he took to task the big powers for forcing
smart partnershi ps which were not smart, especially when only they stood to
gain al nost everything for themselves and denied the smaller nations a fair
share of power, or responsibility or returns in whatever form

"The Wrld Trade Organisation (WO} is a case in point as whatever
conpetitive advantage the devel oping countries nay have is considered as
unfair and illegitinate," he said.

"Low | abour costs, natural resources and stable governments are all
considered as wong or inproper or unacceptable...but the conpetitive
advant age of the powerful nations are all considered as legitimate, fair
and proper,' he said.

He cited how pressure was put on devel oping countries to open up their
financial services sector, a situation which will pit the "puny industries
and banks of the poor devel oping countries" against the rich countries and
power ful banks and corporations.

Dr Mahathir told the audi ence of an incident where while he was
explaining to a visiting group froma rich country why Ml aysia could not
open its financial market to themnow, all that came fromthe group was
"grudgi ng acknow edgenent followed by a request to hurry up."

Smart partnershi ps between nations, he said, should consider the
rel ati ve strengths and weaknesses of the partners.

"It actually pays to give a handicap to the poorer partner, as for
exanpl e the Ceneralised System of Preferences (GSP)."

By so doing, he said, the process of the poorer partners' graduation to
non- GSP status woul d be hastened.

"and of course when they graduate they woul d have achieved a certain
degree of devel opment which will make them a good market for the rich," he
added. -- BERNAMA
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