16/ 11/ 1997

BN | eaders to neet over Congressnen's resol ution

JOHOR BARU, Sat. - Barisan Nasional |eaders will neet on Tuesday to
register the coalition party's stand on the draft resolution of the 34 US
Congressnen demandi ng a public apology fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad over his alleged "anti-Anmerican and anti-Semtic"

remar ks.

BN secretary general Datuk Mohamed Rahmat said the neeting was al so for
component parties to pledge their undivided support for the | eadership of
Dr Mahathir as the Prine M nister and BN chai rman

"W feel that the act of the US Congressnen denmandi ng a public apol ogy
or aresignation by the Prime Mnister as sonething which is uncalled for.

"It is a serious issue which involves the sovereignty of the country and
interference in our politics," Mhaned told reporters at the Pulai Umo
bui | di ng t oday.

He said the special BN neeting would be held at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre in Kuala Lunmpur at 10am

Mohamed said a special notion would be tabled by Deputy Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahimin Parlianent on Wdnesday in support of Dr
Mahat hir, adding that it was tinme for Mal aysian MPs to voice their stand.

He said the action of the 34 US Congressnen coul d i nvoke anger and
hat red anong Mal aysi ans towards the US and its people, adding that the
Congressnen shoul d be held responsible if this happened.

Descri bing the existing rel ationship between the two countries as
cordial, Mdhamed said it was the intention of Malaysia to maintain the
friendly ties for nmutual interest.

In Kuantan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob said a notion
supporting Dr Mahathir's | eadership will be tabled at the Budget sitting
of the Pahang Legi sl ative Assenbly begi nni ng Monday. He said Pahang is
expected to becone the first State to nove such a notion.

Khalil said today the resolution was to denonstrate the State Government
and the public's support in facing the resolution by 34 United States
Congressnen urging Dr Mahathir to apol ogise or resign fromhis post as
Prime Mnister for his alleged "inflanmatory" anti-Anerican and anti -
Jewi sh remarks.

"The motion is to tell the world, especially the Congressnen, that al
Mal aysi ans are behind Dr Mahathir," he said.

Khalil said this to reporters after launching the RML.3 billion Bandar
Damansara Kuantan, |ocated at the Jal an Ganbang- Pel abuhan Kuant an today.

Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Fauzi Abdu
Rahman, said Mal aysia was the only Islamc country in the world that
al  owed university students fromlsrael to visit our country and al so
invite Israeli cricket players to participate in the cricket tournanent
hel d here.

"Qur Prime Mnister who is also the Hone M nister took a great risk by
allowing themto cone to Mal aysia," said Fauzi, who described the US
congressnen as practising "perverted denocracy" because they were ignorant
of the Mal aysi an scenari o.

He added that during the | aunch of a recent foreign investnent
exhibition, participating Anerican busi nessnmen had al so expressed their
di ssatisfaction on the sanction by the 34 US congressmnen.

In Kota Kinabalu, the Sabah State Umo Liaison Comittee today
criticised the the nove by the 34 United States Congressnen.



Its chief Datuk Osu Sukam sai d Sabah Unmo saw the draft Congressional
resolution and |l etter by the Congressmen to the Prinme Mnister as an
effort to neddle with the internal affairs of a sovereign country.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the commttee nmeeting, Osu said it
was clear that the US was uneasy with | eaders who dared to speak their
m nds.

In Kual a Lunpur, the CGerakan Cinta Ml aysia submtted a nemorandumto
the Prime Mnister's office pledging its full support to the Governnent
and Dr Mahathir's | eadership.

Its president LimGuan Teik said in the nenmorandumthat the novenent
woul d nobilise its resources to organise activities ained at instilling a
sense of patrioti smanong Ml aysi ans.

Meanwhi | e Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik, said the
party's proposal for a delegation fromthe Barisan Nasional to neet United
States Congressnen is ained at renpvi ng any m sconception behind the draft
resol ution against the Prine Mnister.

The New Straits Tinmes yesterday reported that Gerakan woul d submt the
proposal to the BN Suprenme Council on Tuesday for discussion.

Dr Limsaid the congressnen had their own agenda in comng out with
first aletter and then a draft resol ution demandi ng that Dr Mhathir
apol ogi se or resign for his purported anti-Anmerican and anti-semitic
remar ks.

"It seens that sone politicians are using this issue for their own
m | eage and political agenda," he said after opening the Council of Asian
Li beral s and Denocrats general assenbly and its forumon "Governance of
Mul ti-ethnic Societies in Asia".
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