23 FEB 1997
Dewan- Repri mand
BN MAN REPRI MANDED FOR QUESTI ONI NG SPEAKER S PONER

KOTA BAHARU, Feb 23 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan State Assenbly Speaker Wan
Abdul Rahi m Wan Abdul | ah today reprinmanded Opposition Leader Datuk Zainal
Abi din Abdul Kadir (Melor-BN) for questioning the Assenbly's decision to
reject several oral questions submitted by the Barisan Nasional (BN)

"This is ny final warning to the nenber concerned not to question ny
decision, ny decision is the decision of the Assenbly," he said referring
to Zainal's statenent to the nedia about the issue.

According to him as Speaker he is enpowered to reject any question
presented to the Assenbly based on certain reasons and any decision nade
woul d be fi nal

Last Monday, Zainal said in a statenment to the nedia that 19 oral
guestions and one witten question fromthe BN representatives on the
aspects of administration and the people's welfare such as the Mekah
Corridor Fund, the Kota Baharu Minicipality and Hudud Laws were rejected.

Wan Abdul Rahim said Zainal should not have used the nmedia to question
t he decision which had pronpted Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad to conment on the matter.

In this regard, he urged BN assenbl ynen who had any probl em concerning
the Assenbly proceedings to see himin his office to overcone any
di ssati sfaction.

He said he only accepted 72 per cent of the questions submitted by Pas
and BN for this sitting and rejected 17 oral questions from BN and 10 from
Pas.

Meanwhi |l e, Zainal said it was not his intention to question the power
of the Speaker when he disclosed the matter but it was done to expose the
facts which should be nmade known to the public.

"I don't understand why the Speaker is so sensitive, the Speaker should
be open m nded and should not favour any side," he said when approached by
reporters. -- BERNAMA
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