06/ 05/ 1997
BN parties gearing up for by-el ections

Sa' odah Elias

KUALA SELANGOR, Mon. - Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties in Kual a
Sel angor have put their canpai gn machinery in gear for the two by-
el ections.

Al t hough the date for the by-el ections have yet to be announced by the
El ecti on Conmi ssion, several neetings have al ready been hel d.

MCA di vi si on head Li m Thor said the rmain agenda of the neetings were on
strategies to ensure that the Opposition candi dates would | ose their
deposi t.

"Wt are confident that the BN candi date for Permatang state seat Datuk
Abu Hassan Orar and the candi date for the Kual a Sel angor parlianentary
seat Dat uk Jamal uddin Adnan will w n hands down.

"However, we want to put to shane any Opposition candi date daring enough
to chal l enge Abu Hassan and Janal uddin, and also to prove to themt hat
t hey have no place in Kuala Selangor," he said after attending a BN
canpai gn machi nery neeting today.

The two-hour neeting was chaired by Kual a Sel angor BN secretary Datuk
Hashi m Mahnood, who is al so Abu Hassan's personal representative

Limis confident that the Chinese in the area would vote for BNin the
by- el ecti ons.

Chi nese make up 23.87 per cent of the 18,517 voters in the Permatang
state constituency and 19.34 of the 49,504 voters in Kual a Sel angor
Parliamentary constituency.

Most of themare either smallhol ders, fishernen or traders.

Mal ays who are nostly fisherman, farnmers and snal | hol ders nmake up 57.57
per cent of the voters in Permatang state constituency and 55.7 per cent
of voters in the Kuala Sel angor Parlianentary constituency while Indians
make up 18.55 and 19. 35 per cent respectively.

Limsaid as far as Chinese voters are concerned, there were no issues
that could be exploited by the Qpposition to their advantage.

MCA yout h head Puah Boon Choon said if the DAP or Pas fielded their
candi dates, it would only prove they were not sincere.

This, he said, was because the | eaders of both parties had al ready come
out with a statenent supporting Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s deci sion to appoi nt Abu Hassan as the next Menteri Besar.

However, he said, based on past experience, there was a possibility that
the Opposition would field at | east one candidate in the by-el ection.
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