22/ 09/ 1997
BN parties urged to support smart partnership concept

Badrul H sham Mahzan; Joni st on Bangkui

TAWAU, Sun. - Urging Barisan Nasional conmponent parties to support the
concept of smart partnership, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad said it would not only make the country politicallly stronger but
economi cal ly heal thier.

He sai d the concept was based on fair distribution of wealth anmong the
peopl e.

"We cannot satisfy everybody because there will certainly be overlapping
of demands by certain political parties or races," Dr Mahathir said when
openi ng the Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) general assenbly here today.

Hence, he added, everyone nmust nmake certain sacrifices if the country
was to remai n peaceful and the economic growth to further expand.

Al so present were Sabah Chief M nister and SAPP president Datuk Yong
Teck Lee, representatives of BN conponent parties and State M nisters,
anong ot hers.

"Qur economic cake will be bigger and our shares will also be |arger.
However, we may not get anything even if the whol e cake bel ongs to us when
there is no political stability," he added.

He had earlier arrived directly fromHong Kong after delivering a
keynote address at the International Mnetary Fund/ Wrl d Bank semi nar
there.

Dr Mahathir said smart partnership was a BN concept and as | ong as the
coalition nmenbers subscribed to it, they could achi eve al nost anyt hi ng.

He al so said BN coul d not be one single party because the | argest group
in the party would take everything while the smaller groups ended up with
not hi ng.

"It is better to group all the parties in a smart partnership and the
result is that we have becone the nost devel oped anong t he devel opi ng
countries,"” he said.

El aborating on the nation's econom ¢ situation, Dr Mahathir said that
there was recently an attenpt nmade by greedy foreigners to ransack its
econony.

"They depreciate our currency and stock market. They do so w t hout
caring about the consequences of their action, |eading the poor to becone
poorer," he said.

He added BN coul d overcone this threat provided its nmenbers worked as a
teamto defeat the rogue specul ators.

"A strong and united BN is essential to fight those who are out to cause
damage to our econony," he said.

Rem ndi ng t he SAPP del egates of the unity anong Umo, M C and MCA during
t he pre-independence period, Dr Mahathir said the British had no other
alternative but to grant Mal aysia its i ndependence.

"At that tinme, we were poor and the nenbers were not highly educated but
we defeated the British sinply by being united," he said.

"I'f we could fight the British then when we were poor, there is no
reason why we cannot fight the rogue specul ators who have stol en our
nmoney, " he sai d.

He said the West was only hurting thenselves if they continued to
subscribe to the concept of "poor thy nei ghbour," adding that they would
not be rich for |ong.

"If they continue with this policy of making us poor, they will be the
ones to suffer in the end when we can no | onger inport their goods because



we do not have any noney to pay for them" he said.

Dr Mahathir said BN now controlled all States except Kel antan which was
still ruled by Pas whose | eaders nani pulated the Islamic religion to gain
power .

He al so chided them for maki ng basel ess allegation that the haze was
God' s puni shnent to BN | eaders for | ooking down on ul ama.

He added the people could not acccept such |eaders to rule the country
who used the religion for their own political interest.

Prior to Dr Mahathir's arrival, the Tawau airport was cl osed due to poor
visibility caused by the haze. Al nmorning flights fromKota Kinabalu to
Tawau wer e cancel | ed.

As a result, there was nuch concern that the Prine Mnister's aircraft
from Hong Kong woul d not be able to | and.
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