19/ 11/ 1997
BN pl edges support for PM (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Bari san Nasi onal today pledged its support for
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, sayi ng Mal aysia had becone a nodel of a
mul ti-racial society based on tol erance, justice and nmutual respect under
hi s | eadershi p.

The 14-party coalition expressed its confidence in Dr Mahathir as both
Prime M nister and BN chai r man.

The stand was taken at a suprenme council neeting of the coalition at
Menara Dato Onn, which was called follow ng the action by 34 United States
Congressmen to nove a draft resolution in the US Congress calling on Dr
Mahat hir to apol ogise for his alleged anti-Jew sh remarks, failing which,
he should resign as Prime Mnister.

Dr Mahathir had, on several occasions, clarified that he did not say
that a Jew sh conspiracy was behind the attacks on several Southeast Asian
currenci es.

Speaking at a Press conference after chairing the two-hour neeting,
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid as political parties
which continually participated in elections, the BNreaffirnmed that only
the rakyat, through the denocratic process, had the right to choose their
| eaders.

Readi ng froma prepared statenent, Anwar, who is Umo deputy president,
said Mal aysia's success attested to the Prine Mnister's |eadership, and
the BN rejected allegations that Dr Mahathir had grudges agai nst any race
in or outside the country, including Jews.

Asked whet her the BN s stand woul d be conveyed to the US Governnent, he
said: "A nmotion of confidence in Dr Mahathir will be tabled in Parlianment
tomorrow. Its outcome and the BN s position will then be nade known to the
US Government as well as all concerned parties.”

Later, Dr Mahathir was asked on the supreme council's endorsenment of his
| eadershi p after opening the one-village-one-product canpaign and Gta
Prefecture 1997 Tourism Pronotion at the Mall here.

Dr Mahathir said the council was expressing its feelings on the nmatter.

"That is the feeling that they have. | think they have a need to express
it," he said.

The parties which attended today's neeting were Umo, MC, MCA Gerakan,
Parti Pesaka Bumi putera Sarawak, Sarawak United People's Party, People's
Progressive Party, Sarawak National Party, Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak,
Angkat an Keadi | an Rakyat, Sabah Li beral Denocratic Party, Sabah
Progressive Party, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah and Parti Denokratik Sabah.

Anong t hose present were MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, MC
president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu, PBDS president Datuk Leo Moggi e,

CGer akan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yaik, People's Progressive Party
presi dent Datuk M Kayveas and SUPP vi ce-chai rman Dat uk Law Hi eng Di ng

Al so present were BN secretary-general Datuk Mohanmed Rahmat, treasurer
Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n and executive secretary Datuk Yaacob Mhaned.

Anwar said Dr Mahathir had pursued the country's ideals and policies and
made thema reality.

"We (the BN), therefore, regret the allegations by the 34 Congressnen
that Dr Mahathir is anti-Jew and their nove calling for himto apol ogi se
or resign."

Anwar stressed that Ml aysia, under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, val ued
good ties with other countries.



"In this matter, we realise the inportance of ties between Ml aysia and
the US and will strive to nmaintain good relations.”

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi said the firmstand
taken by the BN, besides rejecting outright the denand of the Congressnen,
woul d convey a clear signal that Dr Mahathir had the full support of the
peopl e.

Abdul | ah, who is al so Foreign Mnister, said Dr Mahat hir commanded
overwhel m ng support anong BN conponent parties.

"The BN, under the |eadership of Dr Mahathir, has pursued the ideals and
policies of the country, that of tolerance and multi-ethnic harnony."

He said the people had the right to "be angry” over the Congressnen's
action which challenged the country's sovereignty.

Dr Ling said the message the BN had conveyed today was clear and sinple,
and it was that Ml aysia was an i ndependent and soverei gn nati on.

"Nobody should cone and interfere with our affairs. Qur Prinme M nister
is denocratically elected and we are giving himour full support.

"How can the United States unilaterally and extra-territorially try and
under m ne sonmebody who has been denocratically elected? Isn't the US
practi si ng doubl e standards?"

Dr Ling hoped good sense would prevail in the end because "there are
nmore inportant things to deal with on the international and nati onal
agenda".

Dr Limsaid as a BN conponent party, Gerakan was 100 per cent behind the
coalition's stand.

Kayveas said Dr Mahathir was not only a fair |eader but one who spoke on
behal f of the region and the Third World on pertinent issues.
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