07/ 01/ 1997

BN t o di scuss deci si on-naki ng system

PRI ME M NI STER Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, while maintaining the
present Bari san Nasional (BN) decision-nmaking systemthrough consensus is
to protect the interests of its conponent parties, said the BN w |l

di scuss the suggestions to review the system

"W can discuss. Even to decide on this (whether to review the present
consensus system, we al so need a consensus (from BN conmponents).

"If the consensus said they agreed, then it is okay.

"But | believe that the mnority parties will feel they would | ose their
positions. So we can discuss," he told reporters after presenting the
Prime Mnister's Quality awards and openi ng of a two-day nati onal
synposi umon | SO 9000 standards in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

The Prime M nister was asked on the proposal by Indian Progressive Front
(I PF) president MG Pandithan, urging the BNto reviewthe coalition's
syst em of deci si on-nmaki ng through consensus, which the latter said gave
component parties a veto power.

(IPF's application to join the BN has not been successful so far due to
the M C obj ections).

Umo Yout h chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di, who officiated at the opening
of IPF fifth annual general assenbly on Sunday, had said Umo Youth
supports the admittance of IPF in the BN, adding he did not see any reason
for the party's bid to be rejected.

He had al so said if the consensus systemwas obstructing the | PF s
admittance into the BN, then Umo Youth was ready to ask Dr Mahathir, who
is also the BN chairman to revi ew t he system

Asked whether it is appropriate to review the systemnow, Dr Mahat hir
said: "If we review, the Indian MC will | ose because they are the
mnority party.”

( END)
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