11 MAR 1997
Yout h- Soci al
BN YOUTH TO DI SCUSS SOCI AL | LLS

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 11 (Bernama) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) Youth
will hold a national senminar on April 20 to discuss the social problens
affecting the youth, especially students.

BN Yout h chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said the decision to hold the
i naugural semnar was reached at the novenent's neeting here today attended
by senior Youth |eaders from 14 BN conponent parties.

The neeting, anpong others, decided to establish a permanent secretariat
for the BN Youth to coordinate its activities besides reaching a concensus
on current issues, he told reporters after chairing the neeting

He said the neeting discussed the social ills faced by the different
communi ties which should be curbed before they becane nore serious.

Ahrmad Zahid said that previously Umo youth had focused on socia
problems affecting the Malay youth but now the BN Youth which represented
other conunities |like the Chinese and Indians had voiced their concern over
nmoral decadence of the youth nationw de.

He said the BN Youth expressed fears over the gangsterim probl em
af fecting Chinese teenagers as well as vandalism anmong the |ndian
youngst ers.

He said there was al so concern that gangsterism had crept in anong
I ndi an yout hs.

The BN Youth nenbers from Sabah and Sarawak had al so expressed their
concern over noral decadence anobng students |ike teacher bashing

He said they supported Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhamad' s
stand that there should be uniformty in taking action to deal with the
probl em

"If there are problens, they should not be further conplicated but
shoul d be resolved with followup action," he said.

He said that since Umo Youth had the Putra brigade, the other BN Youth
Wi ngs wanted an integrated progranme to institute discipline against those
i nvol ved.

He also said that Umo Youth National Integration and Unity Bureau
chairman Zulkifli Alwi was appointed secretary of the BN Youth pernmanent
secretariat while Umo Youth assistant secretary Saifuddin Nasution |snail
was appoi nted the secretariat chairnan.

The pernanent secretariat conprising all the BN Youth secretaries would
hold nonthly neetings to draw up programmes or follow up action on any
i ssue apart from resolving any differences in opinions.

Ahmad Zahid said the nmeeting also agreed that the BN Youth forge
cooperation with the youth wings of ruling parties from Asean nations
Efforts were being nmade to establish cooperation with the youth wi ng of the
ruling party in the Philippines.

The neeting also agreed to hold the BN Youth convention in Sarawak on
July 6 and the BN Youth assenbly in Ml aka on Sept 16. -- BERNAMA
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