13/ 11/ 1997
Boost borderl ess di stance | earni ng progranmmes: PM

Kamar ul Yunus

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, in pronoting nore distance
| earni ng progranmes in the country, urged Asian "open universities" to
consi der maki ng the concept cross the national boundaries of countries in
t he region.

"I do believe that distance | earning concept of the future would be
wi t hout borders,” he said at the | aunch of a four-day 11th annual
conference and exhi bition of the Asian Association of Open Universities in
Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Dr Mahathir said he believes that in the year 2020, institutions of
hi gher | earning that offer distance | earning programres will be |inked on
a national and gl obal scal e by tel econmuni cati ons technol ogi es.

"The educational systens of distance learning will be globalised by the
emer gence of tel ecomruni cations technol ogi es, naki ng di stance | earning a
definite choice, apart fromfull-tinme and part-time study nodes.

"This will be encouraged by the desire of every individual for lifetine
education," he added.

Dr Mahathir al so said he believes that distance |earning programes
of fered by the |l ocal "open universities" should be opened to Asi an
countri es.

"Since the quality of the I ocal education systemw |l be of the world
standard, Mal aysi ans shoul d expect students fromall over the world.

"After all, in the next century, people will no longer be confined to
their own countries. They will work anywhere and everywhere," he said,
addi ng that studying at a university with students fromall over the world

will prepare themfor the global environnment they will |ive and work in.
On "open university", Dr Mahathir said the concept will be nmade nore
effective if all institutions of higher learning allow credit transfer

bet ween one another's di stance | earni ng courses.

"The system can be nade even nore efficient if the distance | earning
programmes consi st of modul ar curricul umdesi gn and partnerships can be
devel oped between nenber institutions.

"It is even possible for the qualification to be awarded not by a
particul ar institution but named after a particular and prestigi ous course
conducted by a group of institutions,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir also urged all local institutions of higher learning to link
t hensel ves to a host university |ocated within the Multimedi a Super
Corridor (MSC), a 15km by 50km zone for the devel opment of infornmation
technol ogy and nultinedia industries in the country.

"Let the host university act as the adm nistrative centre serving ot her
institutions as participative menbers. Through such col | aborative effort
concentrating on di stance | earning progranmes, the Governnent will
effectively create a huge open university w thout actually building a
separate institution.

"This is tantanobunt to one of the cost-saving neasures on the part of
the Governnment whil e an extensive distance | earning progranme is
i mpl ement ed expeditiously," he added.

Dr Mahathir al so said he hoped that part of the MSC will becone a
col | aborative cluster of universities and corporate research and
devel opnent centres, using distance |earning techniques to produce worl d-
cl ass graduates," he added.

Later, the Prime Mnister witnessed the signing of a partnership



agreenment between the Open University of the UK and two | ocal conpanies -
Time Multi Media Sdn Bhd a whol | y- owned subsidiary of Electronic Data
I nt erchange Mal aysia Sdn Bhd, and Ti ne Tel econmuni cati ons Sdn Bhd.

At the signing, the Open University was represented by its Vice-
Chancell or Sir John Daniel, while Tinme Multi Media and Tine
Tel ecommuni cati ons was represented by its chief executive officer Indra
Gunawan Al anshah and executive vice chai rman Kamarudi n Abu Bakar
respectively.

Through the agreenment, the three conpanies will offer technol ogy-based
supported di stance | earni ng programes in Ml aysia by next year.
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