19/ 01/ 1997

Bouquets and raya goodi es for our troops

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali today praised the
menbers of the Armed Forces and police serving here and abroad for their
dedi cati on.

She said Mal aysian troops who had returned hone safely fromtheir
overseas stints had enhanced the good nane and i mage of the nation in the
countries they served during their tour of duty.

Dr Siti Hasmah, who is wife of the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, was speaki ng at the handi ng over cerenbny at Sri Perdana of Hari
Raya 1997 packages to representatives of the national security forces.

The packages, containing festive goodi es such as cooki es, instant
ket upat, satay gravy m x and serundi ng were prepared by the Associ ation of
Wves of Mnister's and Deputy Mnister's (Bakti).

As Bakti president, Dr Siti Hasmah presented the packages to Arned
Forces Chief, General Tan Sri Ismail Onmar, |Inspector-General of Police Tan
Sri Rahim Nor, Arnmy Chief Jen Datuk Seri Che Ml Noor Mat Arshad, Air Force
Chief Lt Jen Datuk Ahmad Saruji Che Rus and Navy Chi ef Laksanana Madya
Dat uk Seri Ahnmad Ram i Mohd Nor.

Packages were al so presented to the Association of Arned Forces Wves
Wel fare Organi sation (Bakat) head Puan Sri Azi zah Abdul Aziz,
representative of the Police Fanmily Association (Perkep) Datin Rokiah
Ismail, Police director of Internal security and public order Datuk Mhd
Ghazal i Yaacob, special branch director Datuk Norian Mai and managenent
di rector Datuk Mohd Janmi| Johari .

Al so present at the cerenpny were Bakti deputy president and w fe of
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar lIbrahim Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Wan Ismail, and Bakti nenbers.

Dr Siti Hasnmah said this was the eighth year Bakti was making its
contribution and a total of 18,000 Hari Raya gift packages were prepared
for the arned forces and 4,000 for the Police Force.

Sparing a thought for the wives and famlies of the troops, Dr Siti
Hasmah rem nded themto be patient and to take good care of their fanilies
while they awaited the return of their |oved ones.

In accepting the gifts, Ismail said these yearly gifts were neani ngful
to the forces who were on duty during the festive season as they woul d be
cel ebrating away fromtheir famlies.

The Hari Raya packages will boost their nmorale and instil a sense of
pride as the gifts are viewed as a token of appreciation for carrying out
their service for the nation away from hone, he said.

Rahi m sai d al t hough these gifts had beconme a matter of routine for
several organi sations who prepared themevery year, the troops were al ways
"waiting in hope" to receive them
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