01/ 08/ 1997
Boxi ng in Shah Alam weightlifting at Mnes Centre

Vi j esh Rai

THE venue for boxing has been changed to the Shah Al am | ndoor Stadi um
while weighlifting will be held at the M nes Convention Centre in Sunga
Besi and those are likely to be the final venue changes for the
Conmonweal t h Ganes.

There were proposal s that badm nton, which is scheduled to be held at
t he Kual a Lunmpur BA Stadiumin Cheras, be shifted to Stadi um Negara, but
Sports Mnister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin said the nove is not possible.

"We know that badminton will attract big crowds but it is not possible
for us to keep changi ng venues," said Mihyiddin after chairing the second
round of the Commonweal th Ganes executive council neeting in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

Muhyi ddi n said he had suggested that badm nton, where npbst of Ml aysia's
nmedal s are expected to cone from be held in Stadium Negara but there are
reasons why it cannot be so

"KLBA St adi um has the best facilities and there is also the parking
aspect that we have to |l ook into," said Mihyiddin.

"There is much work taking place at Stadi um Negara's surroundi ng areas
and the area may not be conduci ve for badm nton."

KLBA St adi um can only accompdat e about 3,000 whil e Stadi um Negara has a
capacity of about 12, 000.

"What we can do is perhaps have closed-circuit television for those who
turn up at KLBA stadiumand fail to get tickets but we cannot change
venues anynore," he added.

As for the Mnes Convention Centre, the new venue for weighlifting,
Muhyi ddin said all that needs to be checked are the nedia facilities,
dressi ng roons and ot her basic requirenents.

As for work at the other venues, Mihyiddin said that except for the main
and i ndoor stadiuns, work on the other venues are progressing as
schedul ed.

"There is a delay of eight to 10 weeks at the main and i ndoor stadi uns.
However, we are confident that everything will be ready by Decenber or at
the latest, January."

Muhyi ddi n poi nted out that devel opers United Engi neers Mal aysia (UEM,
when signing the contract, had estimted the stadi uns woul d be ready by
next June.

"But as the project is of national interest, they revised the targetted
conmpl etion date to Decenber,” he added.

"Qur target was for everything to be ready by the first quarter of next
year and | amsure that every venue will be ready to host tournanments from
April. "

Muhyi ddin said the delay is mainly due to technical problens |ike fixing
the roof.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moharmad will visit the Nationa
Sports Centre in Bukit Jalil on Aug 23.

As for venues outside Bukit Jalil, Mihyiddin said renovations and
upgradi ng work at the KLBA Stadi umand the KL Vel odrone in Cheras will
conmence next nont h.

"Both shoul d al so be ready by April."

Wrk at venues for netball and | awn bowl s are al so on schedul e.

"The grass for the |l awmn bow s venue can be planted as the water problem
that del ayed the planting has been sol ved."



Upon conpletion, all the venues will be checked by the techni cal
directors of the respective world governing sports bodies.

O her matters deci ded:

* THE security and traffic cormittee will be headed by I nspector General
of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor.

The conmittee, said Muhyiddin, will take into consideration every aspect
to make the Ganes, in ternms of security and transportati on, a success.

"The mai n consideration will be not to have nore security personnel than
athl etes at venues."

* MOST of the 15 sports are planning to host pre-Comonweal th Ganes
tournanents in Muy.

"The chanpi onships will give us a chance to check traffic flow,
security, crowd response and vari ous ot her aspects,” said Mihyiddin.

* The executive council have endorsed a proposal from Sukom Ni nety Ei ght
that athletes, officials and volunteers be given free transportation
during the Ganes.

"We have agreed as this will enable themto travel and see the sights
and visit other venues on non-conpetition days," said Mihyiddin.

The estimated cost is about RML.3 nmillion.

( END)



	Boxing in Shah Alam, weightlifting at Mines Centre (NST 01/08/1997)

