26/ 07/ 1997

Breachi ng El A case: Mention fixed for Aug 8

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Sessions Court today fixed Aug 8 for the nention
of the case involving devel oper Projek | katan Rapi Sdn Bhd charged with
three counts of breaching conditions attached to its Environnmental | npact
Assessnent report.

Judge Hue Siew Kheng fixed the date after an application fromthe
devel oper's counsel Muhammad Shafee Abdul | ah when the case cane up for
ment i on.

Muhanmad Shafee, who applied for another mention date, told the court
that there was a possibility that the case would not have to go to trial

On June 6, Projek |katan Rapi, the Ukay Perdana housi ng project
devel oper, was charged with failing to provide sufficient proof that three
conditions attached to the report, concerning prescribed activities, were
being conplied with at its project site |located at Lot 13431, Hulu Kl ang
about 12 noon on Jan 20.

The devel oper, represented by its director Suhainy Husin, had pl eaded
not quilty.

The conditions involved the project site's topography, felling of trees,
treating exposed slopes, silt traps and the suspended solid |evel.

Owned by Capital Advance Consolidated Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Larut
Consol i dat ed Bhd, |katan Rapi was charged under section 34A(7) of the
Environnental Quality Act 1974 (Amendnent 1996) which carries a maxi num
fine of RMLOO, 000 or inprisonnent of up to five years or both.

Muhamrad Shaf ee was assi sted by Cheong We Wng whil e Khiruddin Mohd
Idris, fromthe Sel angor Departnent of Environment prosecuted.

| kat an Rapi came under fire for indiscrinmnate felling of trees and
I evelling of Iand on a 82.8ha piece of Iand, which is part of 138ha
earmarked for the project near Bukit Antarabangsa.

The environnent degradation at the project site was highlighted after
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad spotted a bare hill (project
site) froma helicopter

The Cabi net subsequently directed the Housing and Local CGovernnent
Mnistry to investigate the | and-cl earing works while the Anmpang Jaya
Muni ci pal Council issued a stop-work order to the devel oper.

It was then directed to take renedi al neasures.

On April 3, lkatan Rapi pledged to plant sone 12,000 trees at the site
within six nonths. It was part of the renmedi al neasures proposed to the
State Governnent and the council

| katan Rapi al so proposed to give the Sel angor Governnent a bank
guarantee of RVMb million to be forfeited if it failed to neet the six-
nont h target.

The stop-work order was lifted recently with the condition that the
devel oper include 300 | owcost houses in the schene.
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