12/ 10/ 1997

Bringing children into tonorrow s worl d

FROM THE PRESENT TO THE FUTURE ... The Informati on Technol ogy Awareness
Canpai gn | aunched by Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad ains to bring today's
children into tonorrow s worl d.

Prompted by a robotic voice and watched by Informati on M nister Datuk
Mohaned Rahmat, Dr Mahathir pressed a button on the keyboard to start a
hi-tech I'T presentation, conplete with [ aser beans.

Begi nning with the vari ous nodes of conmuni cation through the ages, the
presentation went on to hunorously denpnstrate the use and rel evance of IT
to Mal aysians - fromthe shopkeeper, coffeeshop owner and farmer to the
housewi fe and student.

The skit was foll owed by | T-thened songs and dances, begi nning with
school children who strode in with laptops in their school bags fol |l owed by
anot her group in space-inspired costunes. The presentation was hosted by
popul ar conpere Azwan Ali.

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched a reader-friendly bookl et explai ning various
| T concepts like multinmedia, its inportance and applications.

Speaking to reporters |later, Mohaned Rahmat said the three-year canpaign
hoped to overcone the I T phobi a.

He said there was a perception being spread about |IT being i moral
because of the easy access to pornography, violence and devi ant
information on the information superhi ghways. "W don't want to | ook at it
negatively. The positive side is greater than the negative," he said.

He said it was particularly inportant to educate parents who were
worri ed because they did not understand I T and who, therefore, thought
their IT-literate children were up to no good

The canpaign will be carried out through the media and public
activities. ITternms will be also be introduced into daily use.

Mohamed Rahmat said the Government had approved an all ocation of RMBOO
mllionto the Information Mnistry for next year

"W will also invite the co-operation of computer conpanies. The cost
will not be high if the private sector participates.”
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