21/ 05/ 1997
Bri dge, road project to start by year's end

Sharif Haron

JOHOR BARU, Tues. - Work on a RML billion infrastructure project to
pronote tourismand possibly devel op a new State adm ni strative capita
al ong Johor River is scheduled to begin by the end of the year.

The massi ve project conprises a 4.5km bridge across the river at a cost
of RW50 mllion and 25km of hi ghway on both sides of the river costing
RMR50 million

This will be linked to existing road networks and will markedly reduce
travelling tine fromeither the city or Senai airport to Desaru holiday
resort and ot her destinations on Johor's east coast.

The State Government is also | ooking at relocating its admi nistrative
capital to what is tentatively known as Johor Perdana al ong the Johor
Ri ver.

State Housing, Small and Medi um Scal e | ndustri es and Local Governnent
Commi ttee chai rman Adam Abdul Hanid said today that Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad had gi ven his approval to the RML billion
pr oj ect.

Adam sai d the Economic Planning Unit in the Prine Mnister's Departnent
was preparing a Cabinet report on the project.

He was speaking to reporters after witnessing the signing of nmenoranduns
of understandi ng between Universiti Teknologi Ml aysia's Institut Sultan
| skandar and t hree conpani es.

During the cerenopny, 1Sl signed three MoUs - with Urus Zaman Hol di ngs
Sdn Bhd, Penbangunan Senenanj ung Sel at an Sdn Bhd and Canpenon Bernard SGE
of France.

Under the MiUs, the conpanies agreed to sponsor studies by ISl, an
institute established as a conpany in 1991 by UTMto undertake basic and
applied research over a wide range of fields related to the urban habitat.

The RMA million sponsorship by Wus Zaman Hol dings will be for a study
on the Johor River basin which is relatively undevel oped and cont ai ns
| arge tracts of mangrove vegetati on.

Its main objective is to prepare and present a viable plan for the
devel opnent of the basin, taking into account its ecol ogi cal val ue and
econom ¢ potential, particularly for tourismbased activities.

The plan may al so serve as devel opnent gui delines, thus providing
direction for the State authorities in endeavouring future devel opnment
options for the basin

The RM3 million sponsorship by Penbangunan Senenanjung Selatan is for
the Pontian district devel opnent plan.

The 1Sl study will seek to identify opportunities for new economc
devel opment within Pontian district and to | ocate these within a broad
structural framework of optinmumland use and supporting infrastructure.

Under the third MU, ISl and Canpenon Bernard SCGE wi |l enbark on
col | aborative works and have di al ogues with each other to provide val ue
added services to R& | ogi sti cs.

Canpenon Bernard will also facilitate the establishing of a Research
Chair at 1Sl and pronote co-rel ati onship betweem | Sl and the European
Conmi ssion in Brussels and the European | nvestnent Bank in Luxenburg.
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