29/ 08/ 1997
Britain keen on high growh strategic industries, education

Fadzi| Gnazali

THE UK has expressed a strong interest to collaborate with Malaysia in
areas of education and high growmh strategic industries, particularly in
i nformati on technol ogy.

Visiting British Secretary of State for Foreign and Conmonweal th Affairs
Robi n Cook said the two areas hold potential for collaboration because
they are the main priorities of both the UK Labour Administration and the
Mal aysi an Gover nnent .

"There is a very strong overlap between the nain priorities of the new
Labour CGovernment and the Ml aysi an Government. W are both stressing
i mmense i nportance on education," he added.

He was speaking to reporters in Kuala Lunpur after a one-hour discussion
on bilateral issues with Deputy Prinme M nister and Finance M ni ster Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahi myesterday.

Cook said UK's new Prinme Mnister Tony Blair has even described his
Governnent's first three main priorities as "education, education and
education."

"I believe we can devel op strength froma very powerful education |ink
bet ween our two countries," he added.

Cook sai d besi des education, both countries have also identified that
the key to industrial prosperity is focussed on high technol ogy,
especially information technology (IT).

He added that UK is very supportive of Malaysia' s Miltinmedia Super
Corridor (MSC), as outlined by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mboharad.

"Some UK conpanies will be com ng here in Novenber to denonstrate what
they can do to contribute towards the MSC

"I amsure we can work together in exchangi ng technol ogy and experience,
and to make sure that both our econom es stay strong," he added.

Descri bing his discussion with Anwar as "a neani ngful neeting”, Cook
said he took the opportunity of assuring the Finance M nister that the new
UK Government saw itself as a "natural friend of Ml aysia".

During the neeting, the visiting British mnister also infornmed Anwar
that the UK has transformed its relationship with the European Uni on (EU)

"The UK is now neither on the sideline of EUnor is it nerely
mar gi nal i sed during an European debate.

"Britain is now a |leading partner in the EU and its views are taken
seriously," he said.

Cook added that the UK is however not turning its back on its "friends
i n Sout h- East Asia" such as Ml aysi a.

"On the contrary, | strongly believed we are better placed to use our
new i nfluence in Europe on behal f of our “friends in Asia' ... we want to
achi eve a nore constructive engagenent wi th our nei ghbours because we
recogni se that in the world today, no country can stand al one.

"We are interdependent on one another and nmust work closely together.
This does not only apply to Europe but also with countries on this side of
t he gl obe.

"W are closer now because of npdern tel econmuni cati ons technol ogy," he
added.

"W will be able to act as "a bridge' between the European Union and
Asean, and Ml aysia, as one of the influential nenbers of Asean, is well
pl aced to be at the "other end of that bridge,'" he said.



Earlier when neeting Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw ,
Cook said Britain and Mal aysi a should build stronger ties based on their
exi sting cl ose |inkages.

Cook al so assured Mal aysi a and ot her Asean nenbers that Britain fully
recogni ses the inportance of the region.

Abdul | ah al so called for better bilateral relations between Ml aysi a and
the UK

I nformal meetings should be held nore frequently to establish closer
ties between the foreign mnistries of both countries, Abdullah told
reporters after the meeting.
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