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Britain wants to establish bigger presence in MSC

Kamar ul Yunus

BRI TAIN plans to step up its presence in the Miltinedia Super Corridor
(MBC) in the near future. It is at present represented by only one
conpany.

The UK Departnent of Trade and Industry (DTI) has started to push for
nmore British technol ogy | eaders, including British Tel econs and Rol | s-
Royce, in the Mal aysian nulti medi a test-bed.

A UK government - sponsored semnar on the MSC will be held in Britain
this week.

"I't is not enough to have Madge Networks in the MSC |ine-up when there
are many ot her UK-based conpani es that can offer their expertise in the
devel opnent of the MSC," said M Steve Buckley, the first secretary at the
British Hi gh Commi ssion in Kuala Lunpur.

Madge Networ ks chai rman and chi ef executive officer Robert Madge is the
only British representative on the MSC I nternational Advisory Panel (IAP).

The 1 AP, which will advise the Governnent on the MSC s plans and rel ated
policies, also includes Mcrosoft CEOBill Gates, |IBM CEO Louis GCerstner,
Sun M crosystens chai rman, president and CEO Scott MNealy, and Japan's
Ni ppon, Tel egraph and Tel ephone seni or executive vice-president Noboru
M yawaki .

The 1 AP held its first neeting in the US in January, chaired by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad.

Buckl ey said the authorities in London have decided that Britain nust
not | ag behind the US and Japan in naking an i npact on the MSC. The DTI
and the Hi gh Comnm ssion have t hus enbarked on a concerted drive to
encourage British firms to participate in the MSC

He said not nany British conpanies are aware of the MSC s potentials
because they are ill-informed of the real concept behind it.

Apart from Madge Networks, he said, there are several established
British conpani es which can contribute to the devel opnent of the MSC, such
as British Tel ecomand Rol | s- Royce.

To create an awareness on the MSC, Buckley said the British High
Conmission will liaise with governnent agenci es and organi sati ons such as
Mul ti medi a Devel opnent Corp (MDC), the corporatised entity that devel ops,
facilitates and pronotes the MSC, to organi se sem nars and tal ks on the
project in the UK

For a start, he said the H gh Conmi ssion and the DTl have invited MDC
chief operating officer Dr Mohamed Arif Nun to speak at the seminar to
provide first-hand informati on on the MSC to UK-based conpani es.

"Dr Mohaned Arif will speak at the one-day seminar in Canbridge this
week. The seminar will be held concurrently with another semi nar on
bi ot echnol ogy, " he added.

Buckl ey said it would provide greater inpact if Dr Mahat hir could
i nclude the UK as one of his stop-overs during the MSC roadshow t o Europe
in May. He said British conmpani es woul d be able to showcase their
expertise if Dr Mahathir could include UK in the roadshow.

"W are really serious in wanting to pronote the MSC anong the British
conpanies as well as other conpanies in the UK It is not just because the
giant | T conpani es such as Mcrosoft are there but we feel there is stil
potential even for our small and nedi umenterprises,” he added.

Buckl ey al so said British conpani es should not feel inferior nerely
because sone nultinmedia giants are already in the MSC but shoul d see the



project as potentially viable for the devel opnent of regional and gl oba
networking in the IT industry.

"The MSC is not for Mcrosoft alone. W tend to lose if British
conmpani es hesitate to participate in this massive project,"” he added.

Buckl ey said the UK Governnent is keen on all seven flagship
applications in the MSC. The seven are the el ectronic governnment, snart
school s, tel emedi ci ne, research and devel opnent clusters, national
mul ti purpose card, borderl ess marketing centres, and worl dw de
manuf act uri ng webs.

"There are British conmpanies that can contribute to every application to
be inplemented in the MSC. W will also try to promote the MSC in the UK
not only to compani es operating in England but also in Scotland and Wl es,
for exanple.

"It is easier to understand the MSC concept if you are staying in Kual a
Lunpur. But to pronpte the MSC anpbng conpani es operating in the UK we
need to go back and brief the entrepreneurs,"” Buckley said.

He added that the British Governnent hopes the seminar in Canbridge will
do the trick to generate interest in the MSC anong UK firnms. Mre than 150
conpani es are expected to participate in the sem nar.
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