23/ 10/ 1997
British interest in Malaysia not jaded by crises

Joseph Bi ngkasan i n London

ASI AN Strategy and Leadership Institute president Mrzan Mahat hir
descri bed the ' Mal aysia-British Partnership: The London Di al ogue' held
here on Tuesday as a success.

There was clear enthusiasmfromthe British participants throughout the
day- 1| ong di al ogue, he sai d.

"Speaker after speaker showed that they were keen on Ml aysia. They
believed that the fundanentals of the country are intact," he said after
t he di al ogue.

The di al ogue was jointly organised by the Asli, Asia House and the
Conmonweal th Studies Centre at Canbridge University. Standard Chartered
Bank was the main sponsor for the event held at the Queen Elizabeh 11
Conference Centre

Mrzan said the British speakers were al so urging their countrynen to
| ook at Mal aysia for |long term partnerships.

He said the fact that the dial ogue received encouragi ng partici pation
was an indication that Ml aysia' s recent econom c situation had not
deterred British interests fromseeking investnment in the country.

He believed that the encouragi ng response to the dial ogue was an
overflow of an earlier business sem nar hosted by International Trade and
I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz in Birm nghamon Cct 6.

The Bi rmi ngham sem nar was thened "Ml aysia: Your Profit Centre in
Asia'.

"G ven the economic situation in the country now, | thought that they
(British) were taking a 'wait and see' stand...but no, there was no
decline in their interest in investnment in Mlaysia."

He al so said partnership investnents in the field of education and
i nformati on technol ogy had great growth potenti al

Asked whet her Asli was planning to organi se nore such dial ogues in the
near future, he said: "In the pipeline is a simlar dialogue in Otawa,
Canada just before the Apec neeting next nonth."

He said the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, is expected
to address the Otawa Di al ogue.
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