16/ 01/ 1997
British nuke waste ship banned from usi ng our waterways

Est her Tan

KUALA LUVMPUR, Wed. - Mal aysi a has banned British freighter Pacific Teal,
whi ch is carrying processed nucl ear waste, fromusing its waterways and
t he Excl usi ve Economni ¢ Zone.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said
the decision to ban the ship was made at today' s Cabi net neeting.

The Cabi net has also directed the Foreign Mnistry to convey to the
Japanese Governnent Malaysia's stand on the matter and to seek an
assurance that the ship would not use our waterways.

Law sai d the deci sion was nade because the Governnment was concer ned
about a possible mshap involving the ship in our waterways.

"Qur waterways are very narrow and congested. Some 150 ships ply the
Straits of Malacca daily.

"The Cabinet is very concerned over this matter. W want to ensure the
heal th and safety of the people," he told reporters after the Cabinet
meet i ng.

Law said the Pacific Teal which left the French port of Cherbourg
recently was headi ng for Japan and mi ght be using the Cape of Good Hope at
the southern tip of Africa before entering the Indian Ccean.

This route could take the freighter into the Straits of Ml acca.

Law said Mal aysia, as a party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
and through the Atomi c Energy Licensing Act, has the legal right to
control the nmovenent of any nuclear nmaterial within its national
jurisdiction.

Asked if the Basel Convention could be applied, he said it was not
possi bl e because the Convention only concerned toxic and hazardous wast e
and not nucl ear.

Asked whet her the Government woul d seek assistance fromthe
I nternational Atom c Energy Agency of the United Nations, Law said it
woul d be considered if the need arose.

The waste originated fromJapan and was processed for re-use at La Hague
under a deal between French state conpany Cogena and 10 Japanese power
conpani es.

The shi pnent of the nucl ear waste has al so caused consternati on anong
environnmental i sts especially fromG eenpeace.

Law al so said that he had directed all agencies and departments in his
mnistry to submt a strategic plan on ways to hel p boost the country's
econom c devel oprent .

The directive was in response to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s recent call for all mnistries to help with the country's
econom ¢ devel opnment this year.

Law sai d the departnents and agenci es were asked to subnmit their plans
for the period covering 1997-2000, within a month fromtoday.

The pl an must include the agenci es' weaknesses and strengths, their
vi sions and m ssions, objectives, directions and strategies.

The agenci es nmust al so i nclude how they could inplenent the strategies
effectively and efficiently.

Law sai d Mal aysi a has been chosen to host the world' s biggest software
conference in July.

The Software Devel oprment Asia '97 will be organi sed by M| er Reeman
Goup fromJuly 29 to 31.

This is the first time the conference is to be held outside the United



St at es and Canada.

Law sai d sone 300 participants fromEast Asia and 2,500 visitors were
expected to attend the conference.

He al so announced that Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad executive chai rman Dat uk
Dr Ahmad Taj uddin Ali has been appoi nted the new chai rnman of the Design
Counci| of Malaysia to replace the late Tan Sri Zain Azraai Zainal Abidin.
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