22/ 05/ 1997

British Press query two-nonth | eave

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's two-nonth | eave al so figured at a Press
conference the Prime Mnister held on Tuesday i n London.

He was asked by a nenber of the British Press whether his | eave was in
antici pation of himhanding over the reins to his successor.

Dr Mahathir replied that he was not naking preparations to hand over
power to his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim but that Anwar was now
functioning as Acting Prime Mnister because he (Dr Mahathir) was on | ong
| eave.

He said: "At sone point intine, |I'll have to pass the job to others. At
sone stage, |'ll have to stop being Prinme Mnister, either by natura
causes or voluntarily."

To chuckl es fromthe Press, Dr Mhat hir quipped: "No one can be Prine
M ni ster after he has died."

Dr Mahathir's health al so appeared to have triggered the interest of
anot her journalist. He was asked whet her he was as healthy as nade out to
be and whether his long vacation had anything to do with his health.

The Prime Mnister replied: "Well, you're taking ny pictures now... you
can see if I"'mhealthy or not."

( END)
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