11/ 12/ 1997

Building a solid fraternity

LACK of action has been the hall mark of the Organisation of Islanic
Conference. However, there is hope that the Teheran summt will yield a
different outcone: That nmenbers will have enough gunption to revive the
jaded entity by providing an agenda of holistic action to prepare the
unmah for the chall enges of a globalised world. But first, they nust
recogni se the futility of treating the occasion as a congenial chit-chat
session punctuated with rousing rhetorical adnonitions of the Wst.

Such recognition has stirred many nenbers. That the sumit is well-
attended, certainly vastly different fromthe recent Fourth M ddl e- East
North Africa Econonic Conference which was once touted as the econonic
under pi nni ng of Arab-lsraeli peace, indicates that this tinme around
nmenbers may give the organi sation a new | ease of |life. Although forging
unity has long been a thene in previous summits, it has failed to
translate into a single solid fraternity. But recent devel opments such as
the specul ative attacks on the currenci es of Indonesia and Mal aysia, would
have |ikely made menbers view unity in a broader context: The
consol idation of ummah unity into a single entity and its potential in
addressing economc injustice in the international financial market.

As pointed out by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, it is
i ndeed i nperative that Miusli mcountries accept the chall enges of
gl obal i sati on and adapt thenselves to preserve their faith and identity.
| ndeed, conquering the changes that's rapidly taking place around us is
the only neans to guarantee our survival. No gains will be nmade by
retreating. The acquisition of knowl edge is, after all, the cornerstone of
Islam What's urgently required fromthe Islanmic world today is the
acqui sition of know edge and skills that will contribute to the greatness
of Islam

Unfortunately, the nmentality of rejecting worldly Iife for the hereafter
is far fromvanqui shed. Substance is substituted with pettiness; the
significance of ibadah (worship) is alnost eclipsed by formand ritual.
The qui bbling over small and petty things and over mnor differences in
the expression of the faith seens to dom nate the intellectual discourse
anong Musli ns.

As | amented by Dr Mahathir, "W are forever trying to outdo each other
in various external manifestations of religious piety, in inventing a new
world and nore restrictive practices in our desire to exhibit the strength
of our faith.”

Frustrations at O C s |lethargy in addressing crucial issues confronting
the ummah are understandable. It held together sone of the politica
aspirations of sone Muslimcountries and sadly, that's as far as it has
gone. Any desire to take O C beyond its present role should not be a nere
interlude. In the nodern world, security and econonmic strength are
i nextricable. Advancenent in econony, education and technol ogy are areas
t hat shoul d have been chanpi oned by the O C.

The potential is there. Wth potential reserves of US$1.24 trillion
(about RMA.5 trillion) and a volume of US$72 billion, the Islamc world
woul d have had nore inpact on the global trade and econony. But Mislim
statesnen seemto lack the will to initiate a cohesive strategy to go
further than before in the search for Islanic unity and prosperity. WII
they be able to seize the opportunity in Teheran?
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