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Bukit Bintang - devel opment gone awy

A. Kadir Jasin

SOVETHI NG i s dangerously wong when it takes the Prime Mnister's
strongest adnonition before a city street is cleaned. This, unfortunately,
was the case with Jalan Bukit Bintang in Kuala Lunpur.

One does not have to be a regular visitor to Jalan Bukit Bintang to
realise the many things that have gone awy with the devel opnent of the
city's fanpbus quarter in recent years.

The rubbi sh-strewn streets and pavenents, which irked Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad a week ago, is only one of the problenms facing the Bukit
Bi nt ang ar ea.

At a certain tine of the day and on certain days of the week, Jalan
Bukit Bintang is al nost inpassable. This has worsened in recent weeks by
the partial closure of a section of Jalan Sultan Ismail for the nonorai
construction.

Despite the nonorail, the future does not hold too much pronise for
traffic-clogged Bukit Bintang area. Wth areas al ong nearby Jal an Bukit
Ceylon, Jalan Sultan Ismail and Jalan | nbi being opened for |arge-scale
hi gh-density devel opnents, the traffic problemcould worsen

In the last two decades or so, Bukit Bintang has been transformed froma
run-down city section into a high-class shoppi ng, hotel and entertai nnent
encl ave. This orgy of transformation gives little or no attention to
traffic fl ow and ot her probl ens associated wi th high-density devel oprents.
It is now paying the price for |aissez-faire devel opnent.

Landscapi ng does not exist except for a row of trees between the Jal an
Bukit Bi ntang-Jalan Sultan Ismail junction and the Regent Hotel. Even that
is only one side of the road. More trees were cut down to give way to
devel oprent than were pl ant ed.

It is here that shoppers and pedestrians congregate for a respite. O
course, anong the thousands who pass by or stop under these trees, sone
are not civic-mnded and do not care much about littering.

The real problem however, lies with the hawkers. By selling take-away
food and drinks, they encourage littering.

To this is added the probl em of poor street cleaning and rubbish
collection. It is nothing newto see garbage piling up in the back | anes
and streets strewn with litter during weekends and public holidays when
street sweepers and garbage coll ectors either take | eave or go mssing for
| ack of supervision.

But streets and pavenents are not the only public utilities left
unmai nt ai ned or badly mai ntained during weekends and public holidays.
Water and electricity supply, the tel ephones, traffic lights, lifts and
escal ators too tend to go out of conmi ssion during weekends and public
hol i days. The | onger the holidays, the worse the breakdown.

* k%%

TYPI CAL of bureaucracy, Kuala Lunpur City Hall, in reacting to the Prine
M ni ster's adnonition, sumobned an energency neeting while top officials
called for tightening of the | aw.

But it is not the lawthat is at fault. In fact, due to our penchant for
enacting |aws each tinme there is a problem our statute book has grown so
thick that it takes a genius to remenber what we have in it. W seem
i ncapabl e of using comopn sense.

Conmon sense tells us what is lacking is not rules and regul ati ons,
pl ans and progranmes, canpai gns and publicity on cl eanliness but



i npl ement ati on and enforcenent. W spend too nuch tinme enacting | aws and
not enough tinme enforcing them

This reminds me of a conversation | had with a retired senior police
of ficer who once held the post of director at the Federal police
headquarters in Bukit Anman

He said | aw enforcenent was very often hanpered by the inability of
enforcenent officers, including policenen, to nmake a distinction between
their private lives and | aw enf orcenent.

He said: "When a | owranking policeman is forced to live in a squatter
area, he picks up the habits and practices comon to such a place. At the
very | east he becones i mune to t hem

"For his safety and the safety of his famly, he will |ook the other way
when of fences |i ke dadah trafficking and riding notorcycles w thout crash
hel nets are committed

"He hears the plight of prostitutes and hawkers. So, when the tine comes
for himto use the | aw agai nst these people, the el ement of synpathy gets
inthe way. If possible, he will not act against them But if he is an
unscrupul ous person, he will use his position to exact bribes."

The sane may apply to other |aw enforcenent officers. If a | owranking
City Hall enforcenent officer lives in a crowded City Hall flat, he may
becone i mmune to all the bad things happening in such an area.

So, apart froma good piece of |egislation, we need a good set of |aw
enf or cenment agenci es.

Let us see how | ong this "hangat-hangat tahi ayam' (tenporary
enthusiasm on the part of Cty Hall will |ast.

On the part of individuals, there seenms to be the notion that if others
are going to dirty public toilets and litter the streets, why should they
take the trouble to keep them cl ean

This line of thinking seenms to cut very deep into the Ml aysian psyche
that it sonetines carries racial or ethnic connotation. It is ironic that
as we becone nore educated, wealthier and sophisticated, the sense of
ci vi c- m ndedness anong some people tends to wither. They suffer a split
personality.

Wiile the toilets in their homes are so clean that they are good enough
to sleep in, these people have no qual ns about dirtying public toilets.

* k% %

VWH LE sone Islamic religious officials saw great evil in a few teenage
Muslimgirls taking part in a beauty contest and sprung into action with
gusto, fathers who raped their children and ot hers, husbands who beat up
their wives and the arny of Mislimdadah addicts seened to have escaped
their attention

Now t hat a deci sion had been taken that State Islamc Religious Affairs
Departments should go after Muslimfathers who raped their daughters and
ot hers, husbands who battered their w ves and the youths who fell victim
to dadah addiction, it is hoped that the inmage of Islam a religion of
peace and caring, is restored.

O course, this is not going to be easy. Already the Governnent and its
Musl i m | eaders have been resoundi ngly condemmed in Friday sernons and at
other religious and political functions for condeming the arrest of three
Musl i m beauty contestants by the Sel angor Religious Affairs Departnent.

Dr Mahathir is taking a great risk when he said the departnents shoul d
give priority to the bigger problens facing Mislins rather than the way
peopl e dress.

I hope he can really count on the Menteris Besar and Musli m Chi ef
M nisters to support the decision by reining in their religious officials.
After all, as Dr Mahathir told the Press | ast Saturday, the new focus was
agreed upon in a neeting between himand the MuslimMenteris Besar and



Chief Mnisters two days earlier.

The greatest disfavour the Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters can do to
the Prime Mnister is to politicise the decision for political gain. They
shoul d i nstead get down to work to redirect and discipline their religious
of ficials.

In the sane context, while it is too early to gauge how the proposal by
Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid, to nake Miuslimw ves the sole
and rightful owners of their houses if they are divorced will go down with
religious experts, certainly making sure they are not thrown out of the
house is a fair thing to do.

Al t hough Sanusi's proposal to include the provision in the State Syariah
laws will, for a start, be confined to | ow cost houses, his initiative is
appl auded.

* k%%

SOME very serious questions concerning the handling by the Health Mnistry
of the recent viral outbreak that took the lives of 30 children in Sarawak
and i nfected hundreds of others throughout the country have to be asked
now t hat the di sease has been brought under control

It is worrisone that after nore than three nonths since the di sease was
detected in Sibu, the cause of death remains a nystery. Speaking to the
Press after chairing a clinical pathology neeting in Kuching at the end of
| ast nonth, Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng said there had yet to be
any proof of the causative agent in the fatalities.

"W are not prepared to say definitely what was or were the viruses
whi ch caused the deaths. But what is sure is that it was caused by a
fam ly of enteroviruses," he said.

Chua said | aboratory tests done in Japan and the US and Ml aysi a,

i ncluding by the Wrld Health Organi sation and Universiti Ml aysi a
Sar awak, had detected the enterovirus 71

Some 3, 800 sanples were taken for clinical analyses and traces of
Coxsackie B 1 and 16, which caused t he hand-foot-nouth di sease, were found
in some of them said Chua

At the height of the outbreak, doubts were expressed on the manner the
m nistry was handling the crisis. But these were not highlighted in order
to allowthe nmnistry and rel ated organi sations to put their act together
as well as to avoid causing panic.

What was di sturbing was the conflicting reports and statenents regardi ng
t he di sease and extent of its seriousness.

Wil e the public was being assured that the di sease was under control,
many wel | -to-do parents were being advised by the sane people to take
their young children abroad. It seened confining themto the house in
Mal aysi a was not safe enough.

Wth the country facing i mm nent danger of being revisited by di seases
it once brought under control and invaded by new strains of killer viruses
brought in by immgrants and travellers, the manner in which the mnistry
handl ed t he Coxsacki e out break does not provide great confort.

Per haps, Chua may want to re-eval uate the preparedness of his mnistry
and rel ated agencies in facing these new threats. There appears to be a
weakness in crisis managerment and in finding |long-termsolutions to
control ling the spread of comruni cabl e di seases.
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