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Busi ness as usual

M Shannugam

MALAYSI A'S CASINO king Tan Sri LimGoh Tong is a very low profile man who
rarely nmeets the Press.

In fact, the self-nmade billionaire has not given any interviewto |oca
Engl i sh-1anguage publications in recent years. Requests for interviews
were politely turned down. Says an anal yst, °Like nost tycoons who shun
publicity, Limprefers to let his achi evenents do the talking.'

This witer was therefore pleasantly surprised when after an interview
session with the top brass of Genting Bhd, he was told that their chairmn
and joint nanaging director, was waiting for himat his office.

Led by Genting Bhd director of corporate affairs Quah Chek Tin, this
witer strode past two doors into Lims office on the 25th floor of Wsma
Genting in Kuala Lumpur. Unlike the large and | oom ng presence which Lim
casts over the local and Asian corporate scene, his office is surprisingly
medi um sized with a large table and fairly expensive-1ooking sofa set.
Naturally, in the spirit of the Ml aysian culture, the conversation with
Limbegan with a query on his health. "~Saya ada bai k. Kaki ada ... boleh
jalan baguslah (I amin fine health and still able to walk),' says Limin
his smatteri ng of bahasa pasar.

He thus dispelled market rumours about this supposedly poor health.
"People will always talk like that,' says Limas he grins when asked about
t he runours.

In fact, the runmours were so bad a few nonths ago that it had sonmewhat

af fected the share prices of Genting Bhd and Resorts Wrld Bhd (RWB).
Genting' s shares were trading at around RML2. 70 at the tinme of witing
while Resorts Wrld was trading at RMB. 30. The year's high for these
stocks were RML8. 00 and RML3. 30 respectively.

But anal ysts feel that at these prices the shares do not reflect the

mar ket val ue as both the conpanies that Limhas built up over the years
lay on solid fundanmentals with anple cash to spend

"l have spent the last 34 years working on Genting Highlands ... since
1963. But if you include the nunber of extra hours |I have put in, it wll
be nuch nore than that,' he says with a snile. “Even today, | nmake it a
point to go up the hill on Sundays for meetings and al so | ook at the
progress of work being carried out there.

Lim who is over 80 years of age, can still relate his work in

devel opi ng Genting H ghlands into a najor resort. | started with building
the damin Air Itamin Penang. At that tine it was easy ... we only paid

tax of five per cent,' he quips.

"One day, the Tunku (Malaysia's first Prime Mnister, the late Tunku
Abdul Rahman) visited Genting Highlands with nme and felt the brush of
fresh air. Inpressed by its natural and scenic beauty, Tunku told ne to
devel op the place in the nmould of Cameron Hi ghl ands.'

Limhas carried out this task efficiently. Besides the Tunku, all three
subsequent Prine Mnisters are equally inpressed with the trenendous
devel opnent that Li mhas brought to Genting Hi ghl ands. The pl ace
flourished especially after it was granted a |icence to operate a casino
in 1971.

Li m cheri shes the nonents with all the Prine Mnisters, fromthe Tunku
to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, during their visits to the highlands.
Ref | ecti ng on business, Limsays that one nust have foresight in doing
busi ness.



Recal I ing the devel opment of the thene park, Limsays when it was at its

i nfancy stage, nany people thought it was a silly idea. "~You have got a

licence to operate a casino ... why do you want to go into thene park,"

many people said, recalls Lim "But | thought it was a good idea as it was

a neans of entertainnent for the children and those not going to the

casi no.'

And today, Limis having the | ast |augh. The Genting Thenme Park is a

nmoney spi nner and conpl ements the casino operations. In fact, during the

first Sunday of June, about 52,000 peopl e used the Skyvan Cable car to go

up Genting Hi ghl ands.

"We do not nmeke any nmoney fromthe cable car operations ... but at |east

now | can sleep soundly (bol eh tidur senang),' says Lim obviously

referring to the spate of accidents in the past along the busy road up the

hill.

Limal so says his priority is the Gohtong Jaya project, a township of

about 20-hectares at the seventh nmile Batang Kali, as it is sonething

built in remenbrance of his contributions.

But even without Gohtong Jaya, the philantrophist has already left his

mark ... as the | egend behind the phenonenal rise of the Genting G oup.
(END)
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