14/ 02/ 1997
Busi ness sector on ways it can tackle social ills

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The alarming rise in social problens anong yout hs
has pronpted the business comunity to come up with several proposals on
how t hey can suppl enent and conpl ement Governnent's efforts to conbat

t hem

Comrer ce and i ndustry associations said they were aware that the
problem if |eft unchecked, would eventually affect them adversely and
deprive themof the nmuch needed manpower and market for their products and
servi ces.

They were reacting to New Straits Tinmes Sdn Bhd group editor Datuk A
Kadir Jasin's coment that busi nessnen and corporate executives should
take steps to assist the Government in overcom ng the probl ens.

Witing in Business Tinmes' "Kunta Kinte" colum on Mnday, Kadir said
the problens raised by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad,
nanel y dadah addi ction, domestic violence, child abuse, pre-marital sex,
| epak and bohsia required a new ki nd of understandi ng and conmi t nent by
Mal aysi an busi nessnen and cor porate executi ves.

He sai d busi nessnen and their associations did not have to wait for the
Governnent to ask for their assistance and co-operati on.

I nstead, they should suggest to the Governnent what they could and woul d
do to assist in fighting the nal ai se.

Dr Mahathir touched on these problens in great length in his nmeeting
with Muslimleaders at the Islanic Centre recently, and again | ast
Saturday in his Hari Raya nessage.

Federati on of Ml aysi an Manuf acturers president Paul Low said the FMMV
hoped to i nplenment the Mnistry of Youth and Sports' Rakan Muda programe
i n manufacturing conpani es by May.

"Rakan Muda, particul arly Rakan Sukan, has programmes which can teach
yout hs how to make the best of their |eisure tine.

"The programre has not penetrated conmpanies yet but we hope to change
this soon.

"W have al ready brought the matter up with the mnistry and are
studyi ng how we can inplenent it in the conpanies."”

Low sai d conpani es m ght now have their respective sports clubs but the
focus of these clubs and that of the Rakan Miuda progranmme was different.

"Sports clubs enphasise on cultivating teamspirit whereas Rakan Muda is
nmor e educational . "

Low said FMM was al so planning to include instructional training as part
of the training programre i n conpani es.

"W want to teach enpl oyees good val ues and di scipline. The current
trai ning programme in nost conpanies do not include such topics, and they
are nostly work-rel ated."

On dadah addiction, Low said enpl oyees who were found to be addicts
woul d be sent to rehabilitation centres.

"W adopt a caring attitude. Punitive action will not be taken agai nst
t hese enpl oyees.

"They will only be dismissed if they took up the habit again after
undergoing rehabilitation or if they influenced other workers to take
dadah. "

Mal aysi an Enpl oyers' Federation executive director M Zain Majid said it
was difficult for the business conmunity to cone up with concrete
suggestions as the problemwas far-reachi ng and enconpassed a wi de scope



"It is hard to suggest a specific role for the private sector in this
nmatter.

"There is no easy formula or solution to the social ills pervading our
society,"” he said, adding that the only way was for enployers to advise
their staff.

"This is currently not wi dely practiced.

"I't should be made part of the corporate culture as it is a viable neans
for the business community to help conbat the nation's social ills.

"Enmpl oyers shoul d advise staff who constantly work late or loiter in
pubs or other entertainnent spots after work and tell themto go hone to
their famlies instead.

"They shoul d be made aware how i nportant the famly institutionis. It
is the parent's prinme responsibility to discipline their children and be
intouch with their way of thinking and aspirations.

"Very often, children get to see their parents only at night, after
wor k.

"Therefore, parents nust use whatever tine they have after work to
conmuni cate with their children."

He sai d conpani es shoul d al so ensure that their staff attend the
conpany's Fami |y Day and other activities organised to cultivate
camar aderi e anong fam |y nenbers.

Mal aysi an Associ ated | ndi an Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry president
Senat or Datuk V. K. K Teagarajan said the role of the business community in
conbating social ills could be further enhanced.

"A council should be formed to gather the private sector's opinions on
t he educational progranmes that should be organi sed for youths."

Teagarajan said it was nost inmportant for for parents to spend nore tine
with their children.

"A certain anount of noral decay is setting in. Parents have to realise
how vital their roleis in arresting the problem™

Sel angor Chi nese Textile CGeneral Goods Merchant Associ ati on chairman
Bong Hon Liong sai d educati on was the best way to conbat the rising social
di seases.

"One way the business community can help is by providing scholarships to
the children of our nenbers facing financial difficulties.

"This is currently practised by many associ ati ons and gui |l ds.

"Wth education, children will be taught the proper val ues,"”

( END)

he sai d.
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