23 FEB 1997
Naj i b- Handcuffs
CABI NET COWM TTEE TO DI SCUSS HANDCUFFI NG OF STUDENTS

PEKAN, Feb 23 (Bernanm) -- The Cabinet Committee on Social Issues,
headed by Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim will discuss the
action by the police to handcuff students suspected of drug abuse,
Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

He said the matter would al so be brought up in a neeting between the
mnistry and the police tonmorrow, called specially following public outcry
in the way these mnors were treated and the publication of their pictures
in the newspapers.

The ministry, while wanting to identify problem students, had also to
consi der the enotional and psychol ogi cal aspects, he said

"W don't want them to continue harbouring enotional problem because
t hey becane subject of ridicule by society. W want the parents to be
involved in the matter and be informed on action to be taken against their
children for misconduct,” he told reporters at a Hari Raya gathering
organi sed by Pekan Ummo Division, here.

Najib was asked to comment on the statement by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad yesterday that it was not necessary to handcuff
the students. The police should have exercised discretion when handling
cases involving mnors.

Asked about the presence of some 44,000 students conprising children of
foreign imgrants, Najib said there was no truth to the allegation that
their presence attributed to the poor exam nation performance in schools.

He said on the whole there was inprovenent in the academ c achi evenent
of students each year where the nunber of those who obtained 4A in the
U ian Penilaian Sekolah Rendah |ast year rose to 26,000 from 21,000 in
1995.

In KUALA LUMPUR, the National Union of the Teachi ng Profession (NUTP)
has suggested that the governnent appointed a consultant firmto study the
rol e of Parents/ Teachers Association (PlIBG.

Its secretary general, N. Siva Subrananiam said there was a need for
change considering that education had seen much progress while the problem
i ndi sci pline anong students was worrying.

"The PIBG needs to change its role in keeping up with national
devel opnent, not just thinking of how to raise fund for the school," he
sai d.

Meanwhi | e, Pemadam vi ce- presi dent Datuk Lee Lam Thye suggested t hat
school s set up Penmadam Club to encourage students' involvenent in anti-drug
activities.

He said everyone should be involved in anti-drug efforts, not just the
Education Mnistry but also the PIBG youth organisations and the police

Lee, who is also an exco nmenber of the Crinme Prevention Foundati on,

al so suggested that parenting skill subject be introduced in secondary
school s and institutions of higher |earning.
"I't has been found that poor parenting skill was the main cause for the

increase in cases of noral decadence anong youths," he said.

Lee said Pemadam wel conmed schools and institutions wishing to set up
Pemadam cl ubs. -- BERNAVA
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