27 AUG 1997
Muhyi ddi n- Bodybui | di ng
CABI NET EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER BAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 27 (Bernama) -- The Cabinet today expressed concern
over the ban on Muslins taking part in body-building contests.

Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said that M nister
in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid Ohman had been
directed to hold discussions with the Sarawak government follow ng the ban
i nposed by the Sarawak |slam c Religious Department (Jais) |ast week.

"W do not want the public to have a negative inpression of the country
especially during preparations for the Commopnwealth Ganes next year," he
told reporters after his nministry's post-Cabinet neeting at his office
here.

He said that the matter woul d have to be ironed out inmediately as it
may affect the Games.

Muhyi ddin said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad had issued
a rem nder that nmany Mislim nations are |ooking to Ml aysia as a nodel and
therefore such issues should be dealt with imediately.

He said that Abdul Hamid would submit a report on his discussions with
the state religious officials to the Cabinet but no tinme frane had been
set.

Last week, the Sarawak Bodybuil ding Association received a notification
from a Jais enforcenent officer prohibiting Mislim bodybuilders from taking
part in the "M Kuching 1997" contest.

However, three Miuslim contestants -- Rabu Suhaili, Rusli Kassim and
Buj ang Jamah -- proceeded to take part in the contest. -- BERNAMA
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