13/ 10/ 1997
Cabi net orders EPU to report on check-up issue

Jason Cerald

KUANTAN, Sun. - The Cabi net has instructed the Economic Planning Unit in
the Prime Mnister's Departnment to prepare a report on the different

poi nts of view between the Ml aysi an Medi cal Associ ation and the Foreign
Wor kers Medi cal Exam nation Monitoring Agency on the nedical check-up
system whi ch is described to be a burden.

Heal th M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng said the report would be submtted
to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

No deadl i ne has been set.

"The EPU was asked to cone up with the report after | briefed themon
the differences in the points of view between the MVA and Fonema regardi ng
nmedi cal check-ups for foreign workers.

"MMA president Dr MIton Lam and Fonema managi ng director Dr Mohaned
Hani f fah Abdul | ah had earlier briefed ne on the points of disagreenent,"”
he told reporters after visiting the Tengku Ampuan Afzan Hospital.

Dr Lam had before this urged private doctors not to register under
Fonema due to the high registration fees inposed if they wanted to be part
of the consortium

He had al so expressed di ssatisfaction over the RM20 and RM210 char ged
on femal e and mal e foreign workers respectively for their nedica
exam nati on.

Fonema, a consortium conprising the Ml aysia Doctors Co-operative and
Anj ur Di nam k Sdn Bhd, signed an agreenent with the Governnment for a 15-
year concession to conduct nedi cal exam nations on foreign workers.

Through this progranme, foreign workers who wi sh to undergo nedi cal
exam nation will be able to do so at Fonmema's panel of clinics.

Chua said the governnent was |ooking into all the points of di sagreenent
bet ween the two parties.

"Qur main concern is the interest of the population, and we realise that
we do not have an effective systemnow to control infectious diseases,” he
sai d.

Chua said yell ow fever, a dangerous di sease which could kill, was one
exanpl e of such di seases which coul d be passed on to the | ocal people.

"W are also planning to set up an effective nonitoring system in the
interest of the public to prevent the spread of di seases anong foreign
wor kers.

"The nost inportant thing nowis to prevent the infectious di seases
brought in by foreign workers fromspreading to the | ocal conmunity."

( END)
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