24/ 02/ 1997

Cabi net panel to discuss handcuffing of juveniles

PEKAN, Sun. - The handcuffing of school chil dren suspected to be invol ved
in dadah will be discussed by the Cabinet Committee on Social Ills chaired
by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimat its next neeting.

Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today the matter
woul d al so be discussed at a neeting between Mnistry officials and the
pol i ce tonorrow.

He said he had spoken to Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor
foll owi ng unfavourabl e reaction fromthe public and parents over the
handcuffing of the children and the publication of their photographs in
Sonme newspapers.

Naji b, who is al so Pekan MP and Pekan Umo chief, said the Mnistry
wanted to identify school children involved in social ills but at the sane
time it wanted to ensure that these children were not enotionally or
psychol ogi cal |y af fected by such treatnent.

"W do not want themto be enptionally affected because of the
enbarrassnment and subjected to ridicule by the public," he said at the
Pekan Umo Hari Raya open house.

"W al so want to get parents involved as they nmust be told of the
behavi our or wrongdoi ngs of the children before action is taken agai nst
them ™"

He said the Cabi net conmmittee woul d al so deci de on nore appropriate
gui del i nes and procedures in dealing with social ills anmong school chil dren
to ensure efforts achieved the desired results.

"W have no intention to hide this problem What is inportant is that we
have to nake sure that our action is effective,” he said.

Naji b was asked to comrent on a statenent by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yesterday that it was unnecessary to handcuff
school chil dren suspected to be involved i n dadah.

Wi | e saying that police should use their discretion when dealing with
juveniles, Dr Mahat hir hoped that such action by the police would not
recur as it would put the children under trenendous pressure.

I n anot her devel opnent, Najib dismssed an allegation that the presence
of children of foreign workers had affected the performance of sone
primary schools in public exam nations. He said the overall performance
was i nprovi ng every year.

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opment M nister Datin Paduka Zal eha
Ismail said recently that the presence of 44,000 children of foreign
wor kers was the main reason for the drop in schools' perfornmance.
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