06/ 05/ 1997

Cabi net wants all hillslope projects to be revi ened

Sufi Yusoff
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Cabinet has called for a review of all on-going
and pl anned hill sl ope devel opnent projects involving hill levelling and

tree felling to strike a bal ance between devel opnent and envi r onnent al
conservati on.

The Cabi net al so deci ded that governnment officials who fail to enforce
regul ati ons for approving hillslope devel opment, and who fail to ensure
the projects comply with the guidelines, would be penalised.

Bot h deci sions, ained at preventing environnmental degradation at such
projects were nade by the Cabi net | ast week, Housing and Local Governnent
M ni ster Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said today.

He said the decisions would be enforced with i nmedi ate effect and al
| ocal authorities had been inforned of the decision.

"Local authorities have also been told to stop approvi ng new t ownshi ps
or housing projects on hillslopes until the plans have been carefully
scrutini sed," he said.

He was speaking to reporters after chairing a briefing and di al ogue on
physi cal devel opment for representatives of |ocal authorities,
prof essi onal bodi es and governnent agencies at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre here

Ting said the Cabinet made the decision follow ng concerns over
indiscrimnate tree felling and hill levelling at hill sl ope devel opnent
pr oj ect s.

"The Cabi net wants the contour of hills to be maintai ned and not
| evel l ed and as nmuch of the natural environment preserved.

"Local authorities nust now scrutinise any plans concerning hillslope
devel opnent agai nst the contour of the proposed project site,” he said.

To cite an exanple, Ting said that it was inpossible for developers to
come out with synmmetrical |ayout plans for a housing estate devel opnent
when the project site was located on hilly terrain.

"The authorities nust view the project site against the plans. If it
i nvol ves massive tree cutting and hill levelling, it cannot be approved
and shoul d be reviewed," he said.

As for on-going hillslope projects, the plans nust be revi ewed and
rectified to mnimse hill levelling and tree felling.

"W cannot order a project to be abandoned as the buyer's interest would
be at stake. However, renedi al neasures nust be taken to m nim se negative
i npact to the environnent," he said.

He, however, could not provide details on the nunber of hill sl ope
proj ects which were affected by the Cabi net deci sion.

Ting said the decision to penalise individuals responsible for approving
hillslope projects w thout proper scrutiny of the plans and failure to
nmonitor the progress was not ainmed at victim sing anyone.

"It istoinstil a sense of responsibility and commtnment to the
Governnent's policy on environmental conservation," he said adding the
penal ti es include possible denotion, imrediate transfer or suspended
pronot i ons.

Ting al so said despite the many rul es and regul ati ons governi ng
hi Il sl ope devel opnent, they were not enforced strictly as | ocal
authorities were giving excuses such as shortage of nmanpower.

"W cannot accept | ack of nmanpower as an excuse and we have directed
| ocal authorities to use whatever resources avail able," he said.



He said there were no less than six different |Iaws, including the
Nati onal Land Code 1965, Land Acquisition Act 1960, Town and Country
Pl anni ng Act 1976, Buil ding and Drai nage Act 1974, Sewerage Services Act
1993 and the Environmental Quality Act 1974, to ensure sustainable and
bal anced devel opment.

Ti ng' s announcenent on the new nove cones in the wake of the Ukay
Per dana housi ng project controversy involving devel oper Projek |katan Rapi
Sdn Bhd, which is facing | egal action for indiscrimnate felling of trees
and levelling of hills at the project site in Hulu Kel ang.

The matter came to light following Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad's order to the Mnistry to investigate massive | and cl earing work
in Sel angor which he spotted froma helicopter in |ate March.

The announcenent is also the latest in a string of guidelines concerning
hi | | sl ope devel opnent .

In 1993, follow ng the Hi ghland Towers' tragedy, the Governnent
suspended approval s for construction of all condom niuns and buil di ngs on
hi | | sl opes.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid this was to allow an
i medi ate study on the safety of all existing condom niunms on hill sl opes
and those under construction.

He added that the devel opnent approval requirenents on safety and
environnmental aspects woul d al so be tightened to prevent a recurrence of
t he tragedy.

The suspension was later lifted in June the follow ng year.

In January this year, the Department of Environnent rel eased guidelines
to minimse | and degradation i n devel opnent projects for local authorities
to inplenent as a pre-condition for the issuance of a Devel opnent Order.
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