27 FEB 1997

CALL FOR NATI ONW DE CAMPAI GN ON COVPUTER LI TERACY

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 27 (Bernamm) -- Opposition | eader and DAP
secretary-general LimKit Siang said today that Ml aysia should |launch a
nati onwi de canpai gn on conmputer literacy to place the nation anong the
world's top 10 nations in conputer literacy by the year 2005

He said this will be in keeping with the Miltinmedia Super Corridor
(MSC) initiative which calls for conputer literacy not only in the
wor kpl ace but also in hones and anong the general popul ation

He was commenting on the statenent by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad who expressed dissatisfaction over the level of conputer
use in Ml aysia although conpared to other devel oping countries, Mlaysia
is considered "advanced".

"I'f Malaysia is serious in wanting to nmake the quantum leap into the
Digital Era and achieve the aim of nmking Mal aysia as an internationa
I nformati on Technology (I1T) hub through the MSC, then it is not adequate
for Malaysia to be "advanced" as conpared to other devel oping countries in
conputer literacy, but we nust attain the level conparable to the devel oped
countries as well," he said in a statenent issued here

Limsaid in a survey on "Conputers per Capita" for 1995, the d obal
Conpetitiveness Report ranked Malaysia in the 26th place, with the United
States, Australia, Canada, Norway, Finland, New Zeal and, Denmark,

Net herl ands, Britain, lreland and Singapore occupying the first 10
positions.

Lim said the "technophobi a* anong Ml aysi ans especially those above 40
must be conquered and there was an urgent need for a nationw de canpaign to
educate the people that information technology (I T) and conputers are
nothing to be afraid of and that |IT brings benefits not just for the few
but for all in inproving the quality of life of people at hone, in |earning
and at work. -- BERNAMVA
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