29/ 10/ 1997

Call to act agai nst slandering | eadership

THE authorities were yesterday urged to take neasures to stop people from
sl andering the | eadership.

Dat uk Abu Zahar Datuk N k U ang said action nmust al so be taken agai nst
peopl e who underm ned the country's stability and prosperity.

Debati ng the 1998 Budget proposals, he said the police, Anti-Corruption
Agency and the Attorney Ceneral could take action agai nst peopl e who
sl andered ot hers through poi son-pen letters or printed material including
books.

Abu Zahar said action should follow irrespective of the person's status
or the position he or she held in the government or Barisan Nasional.

He called on all Ml aysians to give their full support to Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin
efforts to stabilise the econonmy and the ringgit.

Zai nuddi n Mohanmed Nor (BN-Pasir Mas) praised the Governnent for granting
| arge allocations for rural devel opnent, agriculture and educati on.

The Governnment must be congratul ated for continuing with | arge
all ocations for rural areas so that nore devel opnent programmes coul d be
undert aken.

Li m Hock Seng ( DAP-Bagan) called on the Transport Mnistry to reviewits
proposal s to disallow comrercial vehicles fromtransporting goods | onger
than the vehicles' length

Many such vehicles were used to transport products which were sonetines
| onger than the vehicles.

The ruling which would conme into force on Dec 15 would woul d af fect the
i ncome of the owners of such vehicles.

Dat uk Hanafi Ram i (BN-Jerlun) praised Anwar for tabling a budget
proposal which addressed the present econom c problens faced by the
country.

"He (Anwar) has not only taken positive neasures to overcone the
probl ens but has not further burdened the people, particularly the | ower
i ncome group.”

Hanafi said currency mani pul ators "are jeal ous of the governnment's
success under the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and his Cabinet ministers.”
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