10/ 10/ 1997

Call to change tactics to conmbat social ills

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs.- Governnment and private agencies need to change their

strategy in inplenenting neasures designed to curb social ills.
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Deparnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hanmid O hman
said numerous efforts to conbat social ills have been taken with

controversial effect and a different approach was needed to ensure
success.

He said the call for noderation by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the recent Umo General Assenbly should be the basis for
action.

"Soci al problens should be tackled at its source,"” he said, "thus not
only should we prevent our people fromgetting involved in socially
unheal thy activities, we also have to stop the activities fromtaking
pl ace."

He was speaking at the |launch of the Social Ills Awareness sem nar
organi sed by the Islanm c Devel opnent Department of the Prime Mnister's
Departnent at the Holiday Inn Gty Centre Hotel here today.

He said Governnment agencies could play a role by ensuring that they
exercised their discretionary powers to revoke or prevent |icences being
i ssued for business activites encouragi ng unhealthy activities.

Abdul Ham d added this would assist the activities of the existing
religious departrments in the inplenentati on of syariah | aws.

He said the social problens happening now were the result of social
changes.

"Qur val ues changed through tine, fanmly val ues were abandoned and ol d
traditi ons were done away wi th. Society becane nore individualistic and
t he peopl e adopted a nore ni nd- my-own- busi ness attitude.

"The changes al so caused people to becone |less inhibited,” he said.
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