07/ 06/ 1997
Call to hold all Umo el ections every four years

Azur a Abas

KUALA TERENGGANU, Fri. - Terengganu Umo |iai son comittee chief Tan Sri
Wan Mokhtar Ahnad today proposed that the election for all posts in Umo
be held once every four or five years.

He said at present the party nmenbers were involved in too rmany el ections
before the party's general el ection.

"Before the general election, we are involved in the branch-1evel
el ection, next year in the divisional-level and the foll owi ng year the
general assenbly election," he said, adding that the party nenbers needed
time for other matters as well.

"W need tine to discuss and plan social service programres for the
people and to cone up with feasible and productive strategi es to defeat
the the opposition parties," Wan Mdkhtar said.

The Menteri Besar said this at the launching of a State-level sem nar on
the Umo Constitution at Dewan Konvesyen, Wsma Darul | man.

He stressed that this matter should not be taken |ightly and people
shoul d not be allowed to join the party nerely for the sake of securing
hi gh positions in Umo and disregarding their social services.

Wan Mokht ar added that Umo nenbers nust al ways focus on providing
service to the people.

"W are given the nandate to | ead and forma Governnment and we nust
saf eguard and respect the trust given to us," he said.

He said the proposal woul d be brought up for the Suprene Council's
attention next year.

Later, Wan Mokhtar was asked to comment on the Supreme Council's
deci sion to suspend two former Wanita Exco nenbers.

Wan Mokhtar said he fully supported the Suprenme Council's decision as it
was tine to take action agai nst those involved in abuse of power,
corruption and noney politics.

He added the nove was appropriate after several warnings and rem nders
by Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to Umo nenbers to
project a clean inmage of the party.

"The objective to rid the party of negative images involving corruption
and abuse of powers is tinely,” he said.

Yest erday, the Umo Suprene Council suspended the nmenbership of fornmer
Wanita Umo treasurer Siti Zainab Abu Bakar and former secretary of the
movenent, Senator Habshah Gsman, for wongful transfer of the novenent's
funds amounting to RML. 8 million.

Acting party president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim in announcing the
deci sion, said Siti Zainab was also relieved of her job as Deputy Prinmary
I ndustries Mnister with i nmedi ate effect. However, they remain as MP for
Tebrau and Senator respectively.

The neeting al so decided to suspend all party posts of Datuk Sahar
Arpan, the Mal acca State Assenbl yman who is facing three corruption
charges in the Mal acca H gh Court.
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